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SUMMARY  OF  HEALTH  REPORT,  1962. 


Borough 

Area 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1962 
General  Rate  ... 

Estimated  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate, 
1962-63  

Population  (Registrar-General),  1962. 

Estimated  mid-year  Home  Population 
(including  non-civilians) 

Density  of  Home  Population 


Borough  of  Folkestone 

4,099  acres 
£863,116 
24/5d. 

£3,436 


44,390 

10.8  persons  to  an  acre 


Total  Births  : 

Live  Births 
Still  Births 


713  (653  legitimate,  60  illegitimate) 
13  ( 12  legitimate,  1 illegitimate) 


Live  Birth  Rate  : 


Total 

Corrected 

(Area  comparability  factor 


1.0*5.) 


16.06  per  1,000  Home  Population 
16.86  per  1,000  Home  Population 


Total  Deaths  : 

Deaths  (all  ages) 

Infant  deaths  : 

Under  1 year  of  age 
*Under  4 weeks  of  age 
*Under  1 week  of  age 
^Included  in  t( 


644  (293  males,  351  females) 

8 (5  males,  3 females) 

5 (2  males,  3 females) 

4 (1  male,  3 females) 
figure  of  8 infant  deaths. 


Death  Rate  : 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.53  per  1,000  Home  Population 

Corrected  ...  ...  ...  12.47  per  1,000  Home  Population 

(Area  comparability  factor  : 0.86.) 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  (under  1 year)  : 

Total  Infant  Death  Rate  ...  11.23  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  Infants  ...  ...  12.51  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  Infants  ...  ...  Nil  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  re 


Cancer 

... 

...  2.68 

Influenza  ... 

...  0.02 

Pneumonia 

• • • • • • 

...  0.47 

Tuberculosis, 

Respiratory 

...  0.02 

il  Deaths  from  : 

Cancer 

...  119 

Influenza  ... 

• • • • • • 

1 

Pneumonia 

• • • • • • 

21 

Tuberculosis, 

Respiratory^ 

1 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Foord  Road, 

Folkestone,  Kent. 

August,  1963 

To  Her  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 
OF  Folkestone. 


Madam  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  state 
of  the  Borough  and  Port  of  Folkestone  during  1962. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimated  population,  including  H.M.  Forces 
stationed  in  the  area,  was  44,390.  This  is  an  increase  of  600  compared  with 
1961. 

There  were  13,846  inhabited  houses  and  flats  at  the  end  of  1962,  which 
gives  an  average  of  3.2  persons  per  dwelling  compared  with  3.19  for  England 
and  Wales  (1951  Census). 

The  corrected  live  birth  rate  was  16.86  per  1,000  home  population  com- 
pared with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales.  This  is  an  increase  of  0.66  in  the 
live  birth  rate  in  Folkestone  compared  with  the  previous  year  when  it  was 
16.20. 


The  corrected  death  rate  was  12.47  per  1,000  home  population  compared 
with  12.0  for  England  and  Wales  ; this  was  the  same  rate  as  for  1961. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  (deaths  of  infants  in  first  year  of  life)  was  11.23 
per  1,000  live  births  ; this  is  approximately  half  the  provisional  rate  of  21.6 
for  England  and  Wales. 


England 

and 

Folkestone  Wales 

Neonatal  mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under 

four  weeks  of  age)  per  1,000  live  births  5.61  15.1 

Perinatal  mortality  (still-births  and  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  week  of  age)  per  1,000 

total  live  and  still-births  ...  ...  ...  24.41  30.8 

Illegitimacy  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  births  84.1  66.0 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  60,  giving  an  illegitimacy  rate 
of  84.1  per  1,000  live  births  compared  with  an  average  of  62.6  per  1,000  for 
the  preceding  five  years. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

For  the  eighth  successive  year  there  were  no  deaths  due  to  childbirth. 

Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis). 

Comparison  of  the  incidence  of  the  main  diseases  notified  is  as  follows  : 


1960 

1961 

1962 

Dysentery 

23 

9 

3 

Measles 

9 

828 

50 

Pneumonia  : 

Acute  Primary 

22 

23 

10 

Influenzal 

8 

17 

15 

Poliomyelitis  : 

Paralytic 

* 

Non-Paralytic  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

61 

11 

16 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

84 

15 

5 

* Although  not  notified  as  such  a child  of  nearly  two  years  was 
subsequently  included  in  the  Registrar-GeneraVs  annual  return  as 
having  died  from  Poliomyelitis. 
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For  the  eleventh  successive  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified. 

Of  the  16  cases  of  scarlet  fever  confirmed  five  were  infants,  seven  school 
children  and  four  young  adults  under  the  age  of  25.  The  disease  was  of  a 
mild  type  and  all  the  patients  nursed  at  home. 

1962  was  a non-epidemic  year  for  measles  and  of  the  50  cases  notified 
one  was  an  army  cadet  and  only  two  of  the  other  patients  were  over  the  age 
of  14  years. 

The  incidence  of  respiratory  infection  (influenza,  coughs,  colds,  bronchitis, 
etc.)  reached  a peak  during  the  second  week  of  January  ; this  was  reflected  in 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  influenzal  pneumonia  and  deaths  from 
bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  and  the  first  certificates  of  incapacity  received 
by  the  National  Insurance  Office  from  local  doctors  was  three  times  the 
normal  weekly  average. 

Vaccination  and  Immunization. 

Following  notification  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  of  imported  cases 
of  smallpox  into  this  country  from  Pakistan  vaccination  was  made  available 
in  Folkestone  to  all  those  whose  work  might  lead  to  exposure  to  infection,  to 
local  residents  going  to  infected  areas  in  Great  Britain  and  bona  fide  travellers 
abroad  where  facilities  were  not  available  through  their  own  family  doctor. 
Ten  special  clinics  were  held  at  the  Public  Health  Department  and  205 
people  vaccinated. 

From  the  summaries  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  it  will  be 
seen  that  there  has  been  a very  big  increase  in  the  number  of  primary  and 
revaccinations  against  smallpox  although  only  approximately  half  of  the 
primary  vaccinations  were  in  respect  of  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  ; 
755  of  the  persons  revaccinated  were  aged  15  or  over. 

Both  the  numbers  of  primary  and  reinforcing  inoculations  against 
diphtheria  have  decreased  compared  with  1961. 

(a)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox  : 


1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Primary  vaccinations  ... 

357 

373 

453 

520 

1,137 

Re-vaccinations 

23 

34 

5 

3 

1,015 

(b)  Immunization  against  Diphtl 

leria  : 
1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Primary  inoculations  . . . 

426 

479 

783 

743 

636 

Reinforcing  inoculations 

187 

187 

340 

469 

414 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 

Full  facilities  for  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  are  now  available,  and 
it  is  of  great  importance  that  advantage  should  be  taken  of  these  facilities 
particularly  in  the  case  of  children. 

If  this  is  done,  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  poliomyelitis  will  be 
brought  under  control  in  the  same  way  as  diphtheria  has  been. 

Tuberculosis. 

Twenty-four  new  cases  were  notified  (18  pulmonary  and  six  non-pul- 
monary).  This  shows  an  increase  on  the  previous  year,  when  16  new  cases 
occurred  (14  pulmonary  and  two  non-pulmonary'). 

Two  deaths  were  attributed  to  Tuberculosis  in  1962. 
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Prevention  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  two  most  important  measures  in  use  for  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis 
continue  to  be  Mass  Radiography  Surveys  and  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  is  of  particular  importance  in  protection  against 
infection  with  organisms  resistant  to  treatment  with  anti-tuberculosis  drugs. 

Primary  Cancer  of  Lungs  and  Bronchi. 

There  was  a big  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  lungs 
and  bronchi — 31  deaths  from  this  disease,  compared  with  19  in  1961  and 
20  in  1960.  The  mortality  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  was  thus 
fifteen  times  more  than  that  from  pulmonary'  tuberculosis,  which  accounted 
for  two  deaths  in  1962. 

Housing. 

Forty- three  cases,  compared  with  47  in  1961,  and  50  in  1960,  were 
investigated  ; 15  were  recommended  to  the  Housing  Committee  of  the 

Council  for  priority  consideration  because  of  unsatisfactory  conditions  exist- 
ing from  a medical  and  hygienic  point  of  view. 

Care  of  Old  People  and  the  Chronic  Sick. 

Twenty-three  cases  involving  24  persons  were  investigated  and  help 
given  as  necessary  in  arranging  admission  to  a suitable  hospital  or  other 
attention  required. 

The  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  provides  a very  valuable  service 
in  its  ministrations  to  the  needs  of  the  elderly  and  infirm  in  the  Borough. 

General. 

The  year  1962  insofar  as  the  health  of  the  Borough  was  concerned 
was  a satisfactory  one  ; the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  such  as  measles, 
whooping  cough,  scarlet  fever  and  dysentery,  being  relatively  low,  and  there 
were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis. 

In  conclusion  I have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  support  in  the  work  during  the  year,  and  also 
to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of  the  other  Departments 
of  the  Corporation. 

I would  also  like  to  acknowledge  the  help  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Mr.  L.  H.  Vale,  and  the  other  members  of  the  staff  during  the 
year. 

I am.  Madam  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  H.  McELLIGOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


7 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR  1962. 


{After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers) 


T otal 

Males 

Females 

Live  Births  : Legitimate 

653 

352 

301 

Illegitimate 

60 

31 

29 

Totals 

713 

383 

330 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  : 
Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.06 

Corrected  ...  ...  ...  16.86 

{Area  comparability  factor  : 1.05) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  : 


Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  : 8.41. 

T otal 

Males 

Females 

Still-Births  : Legitimate 

12 

10 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

13 

10 

3 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  : 

17.90. 

Total  Live  and  Still-Births  : 

T otal 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

665 

362 

303 

Illegitimate 

61 

31 

30 

Totals 

726 

393 

333 

Infant  Deaths  : 

T otal 

Males 

Females 

{a)  Infant  Deaths — under  one  year  of  age : 

Legitimate 

8 

5 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

8 

5 

3 

{h)  Neo-Natal  Deaths — under  four  weeks 

of  age  : 

(Included  in  {a)  above) 

Legitimate 

5 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

2 

3 

{c)  Early  Neo-Natal  Deaths — under  one 

week  of  age  : 

(Included  in  {a)  and  {b)  above) 

Legitimate 

4 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

4 

1 

3 

8 


Infant  Mortality  Rates  : 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  11.23 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.51 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  : 

Deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births  7.01 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  : 

Deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births  5.61 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  : 

Still-births  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined 

per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births  ...  ...  23.41 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  Abortion)  : 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Rate  per  total  1,000  live  and  still-births  . . ...  Nil 
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Part  I— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area 

Home  Population  : Registrar-General,  1962  ... 

Approximate  number  of  inhabited  houses  and 
flats  at  31st  December,  1962 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1962 

Estimated  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 
1962/63  


4,099  acres 
44,390 

13,846 

£863,116 

£3,436 


Employment  in  Folkestone. 

The  following  brief  report  on  the  employment  position  in  this  area  has 
been  supplied  by  Mr.  J.  D.  McKeand,  Manager  of  the  local  Employment 
Exchange : 

The  areas  covered  by  the  Folkestone,  Hythe  and  New  Romney 
Employment  Exchanges,  and  by  the  Folkestone  and  Hythe  Youth 
Employment  Bureaux,  are  regarded  as  one  area  for  the  purposes  of 
employment  statistics. 

In  1962  the  numbers  of  persons  aged  over  18  years  registered  as 
unemployed  in  the  Folkestone  Employment  Exchange  area  were  : 


2nd  Monday  of 

Men 

Women 

January 

360 

118 

February 

375 

136 

March 

332 

140 

April 

290 

109 

May 

230 

43 

June 

186 

9 

July 

187 

10 

August 

217 

11 

September  . . . 

233 

22 

October 

346 

83 

November  . . . 

403 

100 

December 

407 

114 

The  1962  records  show  that,  compared  with  1961  there  was  an 
increase  of  53  (from  244  to  297)  in  the  average  number  of  men  employed 
in  the  area.  The  increase,  generally  speaking,  is  the  local  reflection  of 
the  national  trend  in  the  period  reviewed.  In  the  last  week  of  the  year 
the  number  of  men  unemployed  rose  rapidly  as  building  trade  workers 
were  paid  off  when  weather  conditions  deteriorated. 

The  average  number  of  women  unemployed  dropped  from  105  in 
1961  to  74  in  1962.  In  1962  many  more  married  women  than  previously 
were  prevailed  upon  to  accept  seasonal  work  in  catering  establishments. 
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The  principal  industries  and  numbers  employed  were  : 

Numbers  employed  Percentage 

Industry  (over  15  years  of  age)  of  working 


Males 

Females 

Total 

population 

Distributive  Trades 
(Wholesale  and  Retail) 

1,724 

2,001 

3,725 

15.8 

Professional  Services  ... 
(Education,  Medical  and 
Dental  Services,  Accoun- 
tancy, Law,  Insurance  and 
Banking) 

Building  and  Civil 

1,032 

2,305 

3,337 

14.2 

Engineering 

National  and  Local 

3,563 

132 

3,695 

15.7 

Government 

(including  civilian  employees 
of  Serv'ice  Departments) 

Hotel  and  Catering 

1,485 

339 

1,824 

7.8 

Trades  ... 

762 

1,690 

2,452 

10.5 

Transport 

(Air,  Rail,  Road  and  Sea) 
Vehicle  Manufacture 

1,684 

300 

1,984 

8.4 

and  Repair 

1,301 

215 

1,516 

6.4 

Miscellaneous  Services 
(Sport,  Entertainment,  Laun- 
dries, Hairdressing,  Domestic 
Service,  etc.) 

441 

1,404 

1,845 

7.9 

Other  Industries 

2,440 

707 

3,147 

13.3 

Totals 

14,432 

9,093 

23,525 

100.0 

Note.  The  figures  show  that  the  working  population  increased 
from  21,923  to  23,525  between  June,  1961  and  June,  1962,  the 
biggest  increase  recorded  since  1951/52.  The  Home  Population  of 
the  statistical  area  {Registrar-General,  1961)  was  73,839. 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Tucker,  Youth  Employment  Officer,  has  supplied  the  follow- 
ing information  regarding  young  people  in  this  area  : 

The  unemployment  figures  were  consistently  higher  throughout  1962 
than  in  the  previous  year,  with  35  boys  and  47  girls  in  January,  dropping 
to  16  boys  and  six  girls  in  June  and  rising  again  in  August  at  the  main 
school-leaving  time  to  43  boys  and  34  girls. 

The  continuance  of  the  school-leaving  “ bulge  ” is  reflected  in  the 
fact  that  from  August  to  December  the  numbers  did  not  show  the  normal 
slight  mid-term  fall  but  remained  at  between  30  and  40  each  for  boys 
and  girls.  Young  people  who  returned  to  school  whilst  awaiting  employ- 
ment are  not  included  in  these  figures. 

During  1962,  243  local  boys  and  30  boys  from  other  districts  (includ- 
ing Hythe)  were  placed  in  local  occupation  as  follows  : 

Clerical  ...  . , . 11 

Distributive  ...  ...  66 

Agricultural  ...  ...  5 

Skilled  manual  ...  34 

Factory  and  labouring  45 
Other  ...  ...  112 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  girls  and  25  girls  from  other  districts 
(including  Hythe)  were  placed  locally  as  follows  : 

Clerical  ...  ...  86 

Distributive  ...  ...  87 

Domestic  ...  ...  54 

Needle  Trades  ...  34 

Factory  ...  ...  20 

Other  ...  ...  13 

In  addition,  28  boys  and  17  girls  were  placed  in  other  districts. 
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DEATHS,  1962 

Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  death  during  the  year  1962. 


CAUSE 

All 

Ages 

Under 

1 yr. 

1-2 

yrs. 

3-4 

yrs. 

5-14 

yrs. 

15-24 

yrs. 

25-44 

yrs. 

45-64 

yrs. 

65 

o\ 

and 

^er 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1. 

T.B.  respiratory 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2. 

T.B.  other 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

— 



3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



5. 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

6. 

Meningococcal 

infections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and 

parasitic  diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

stomach 

3 

4 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

lung,  bronchus 

25 

6 

— 

— 

9 

3 

16 

3 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

breast 

1 

11 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

6 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

uterus 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

14. 

Other  malignant  and 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

33 

26 

— 

4 

1 

10 

9 

19 

16 

15. 

Leukaemia, 

Aleukaemia 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of 

nervous  system 

25 

71 

— 

1 

1 

6 

24 

64 

18. 

Coronary  disease. 

angina 

71 

63 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

8 

52 

55 

19. 

Hypertension  with 

heart  disease 

3 

4 

— 

— 

3 

4 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

47 

65 

— 

1 

1 

46 

64 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

15 

— 

3 

7 

12 

22. 

Influenza 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

11 

10 

2 

— 

1 

— 

8 

10 

24. 

Bronchitis 

13 

10 

1 

— 

12 

10 

25. 

Other  diseases  of 

. 

respiratory  system . . . 

5 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

duodenum 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis 

and  diarrhoea 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

28. 

Nephritis  and 

nephrosis 

5 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of 

prostate 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth. 

abortion 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malfor- 

mations 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and 

ill-defined  diseases  ... 

17 

24 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

12 

18 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ... 

5 

12 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

9 

35. 

Suicide 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— " 

36. 

Homicide  and 

operations  of  war  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ' 

Totals 

i 

293 

1 

351 

5 ; 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

6 

6 

54 

45 

225 

29^ 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE. 


The  following  gives  comparative  statistics  of  some  of  the  more 
important  items  for  the  past  ten  years. 

Rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  unless  otherwise  stated. 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Notifications  of 
Infectious  Disease  : 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.75 

0.61 

0.39 

0.13 

0.27 

0.07 

2.39 

1.36 

0.25 

0.36 

Measles 

21.42 

0.18 

25.90 

0.29 

4.86 

19.91 

3.80 

0.20 

18.88 

1.12 

Births  : 

No.  of  Births 

Birth  Rate 

590 

615 

565 

556 

562 

616 

618 

654 

676 

713 

(Corrected) 

14.3 

14.8 

13.2 

13.1 

13.3 

14.2 

14.6 

15.3 

16.2 

16.8 

Deaths  : 

No.  of  Deaths 

Death  Rate 

554 

512 

587 

535 

545 

578 

568 

585 

635 

644 

(Corrected) 

10.1 

9.3 

10.4 

10.3 

10.6 

10.9 

11.1 

11.2 

12.4 

12.4 

Infant  Deaths  : 

(Under  1 year) 

No.  of  Deaths 

20 

10 

11 

7 

24 

15 

6 

13 

14 

8 

Infant  Mortality 

Rate  per  1,(XX) 
births  ... 

33.9 

16.26 

19.47 

12.59 

42.70 

24.35 

9.70 

19.87 

20.71 

11.23 

Illegitimate  Infants  : 

No.  of  Illegitimate 
Births 

Rate  per  1,0(X)  total 

51 

41 

40 

40 

38 

39 

33 

40 

46 

60 

Live  Births 

86.44 

66.6 

70.8 

71.9 

67.6 

63.3 

53.4 

61.1 

68.0 

84.1 

No.  of  illegitimate 
Deaths(under  1 yr.) 
Death  Rate  per  1 ,000 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Illegitimate  Births 

39.2 

24.39 

25.0 

25.0 

26.32 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

21.74 

Nil 

Maternal  Deaths  : 

No.  of  Deaths 
Maternal  Mortality 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
total  births 

1.64 

1.60 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  : 

(All  forms) 

No.  of  Deaths 

10 

11 

7 

6 

1 

7 

4 

5 

2 

2 

Death  Rate 

0.23 

0.25 

0.15 

0.13 

0.02 

0.15 

0.09 

0.11 

0.04 

0.04 

Cancer  : 

No.  of  Deaths 

100 

85 

94 

98 

93 

103 

114 

124 

121 

119 

Death  Rate 

2.29 

1.94 

2.09 

2.18 

2.10 

2.29 

2.57 

2.76 

2.76 

2.68 
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INFANT  DEATHS  DURING  1962. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Under  1 Week 

1 to  2 Weeks  | 

1 

2 to  3 Weeks 

3 to  4 Weeks. 

Total  Deaths 

under  4 Weeks 

1 to  3 Months 

[ 

3 to  6 Months 

1 

6 to  9 Months 

9 to  12  Months 

i 

1 

j Total  Deaths 

1 under  1 year 

Bronchiolitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Intra-Cranial  Haemorrhage  ... 

Congenital  Malformations  : 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Circulatory  system 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Heart  Disease 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Premature  Birth 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Totals  ... 

4 

— 

1 

— 

5 

— 

3 

— 

8 

SUMMARY  OF  DEATHS,  1962. 


Deaths  occurring  in  Folkestone 

Military  Families  Hospital 

Non-Residents 

{Outward 

T ransfer) 

1 

Residents 

Military  Hospital 

— 

2 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital 

82 

118 

Bruce  Porter  Hospital  Home  ... 

1 

— 

Nursing  Homes  and  Old  Persons’  Homes 

13 

79 

Private  houses,  etc. 

15 

310 

Found  dead  on  arrival  at  Hospital  ... 

10 

9 

Other  circumstances,  i.e.  on  public  highway, 


at  Folkestone  Harbour,  etc. 

2 

1 

Totals 

124 

519 

Deaths  of  Residents  outside  Folkestone  and  classi- 
fied as  Inward  Transfers 

125 

Total  Deaths  for  Folkestone 

644 

Inquests  in  the  Borough 

Post-Mortems  in  the  Borough 

21 

170 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 

The  death  rate  of  2.68  per  1,000  home  population  from  cancer  (all  forms) 
during  1962  was  0.08  lower  than  for  the  previous  year. 
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The  31  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  showed  a big 
increase  compared  with  1961  and  a summary  of  the  deaths  over  the  past 
five  years  is  shown  below  : 


1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Males 

26 

17 

18 

15 

25 

Females 

2 

5 

2 

4 

6 

Totals 

28 

22 

20 

19 

31 

Following  the  publication  of  the  Report  on  Smoking  and  Health  by 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  arrangements  were  made  for  the  display 
of  suitable  posters  in  the  town. 

At  a meeting  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  with  the  County , Medical 
Officer  it  was  agreed  that  publicity  should  be  concentrated  on  the  schools 
with  regard  to  health  and  smoking  and  the  Kent  Education  Committee  would 
be  approached  in  this  respect. 

It  is  considered  that  such  publicity  should  be  given  through  the  Physical 
Education  Instructors  rather  than  generally  by  teachers  for  the  Instructors 
could,  with  advantage,  stress  the  benefits  to  health  if  the  habit  of  smoking 
were  not  started. 


It  is  interesting  to  compare  from  the  figures  given  below  the  death 
rate  per  1,000  home  population  of  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  with 
that  for  respiratory  tuberculosis. 


Death  rate  for — 
Cancer  of  lung 

1958 

s 

1959 

1960  1961 

1962 

and  bronchi 
Tuberculosis, 

0.62 

0.49 

0.44  0.43 

0.69 

respiratory 

0.15 

0-07 

0.09  0.04 

0.02 

The  death  rate  in  1962  from  cancer  of 
for  England  and  Wales  and  0.68  for  London. 

the  lungs  and  bronchi  was  0.51 

DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  (all  forms). 


The  death  rate  of  0.04  per  1,000  home  population  compares  with  0.07 
for  England  and  Wales. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  during  1962  the  Chest  Physician  reported 
that  33  patients  previously  suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  were 
regarded  as  “ recovered  ”. 

Of  the  two  deaths  one  was  a fish  hawker,  aged  56  years,  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  the  second  was  a housewife,  aged  33  years, 
with  tuberculous  mesenteric  adenitis. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  patients  who  had  died  or  been  reported 
as  “ recovered  ” since  1958  are  : 

1958  1959  1960  1961  1962 


T.B.  Respiratory  : 
Deaths 
Patients 
regarded  as 
“ recovered  ” 
T.B.  Other  : 

Deaths 
Patients 
regarded  as 
“ recovered  ” 


7 3 4 

32  24  13 

— 1 1 

3 — 1 


2 1 

8 33 

1 

1 — 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  of  infants  in  first  year  of  life)  in 
1962  was  11.23  per  1,000  births.  This  figure  compares  with  18.0  for  England 

1958  1959  1960  1961  1962 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  births  24.35  9.70  19.87  20.71  11.23 


Number  of  infant  deaths 
caused  by  : 

Premature  births  ...  7 — 5 1 3 

Congenital 

malformations  ...  6 2 3 4 2 


There  is  some  indication  that  heavy  work  by  the  mother  late  in  pregnancy 
may  be  a precipitating  cause  of  premature  birth.  On  the  other  hand,  impaired 
nutrition  is  often  an  underlying  cause  and  the  need  to  work  may  be  an 
indication  of  a poor  financial  position.  In  general  it  is  unwise  for  a mother 
to  continue  at  work  after  the  sixth  month  of  pregnancy. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

For  the  eighth  successive  year  there  were  no  deaths  due  to  childbirth. 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  PAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


Vascular 

lesions 


Cancer 

of  nervous 

[all  forms) 

system. 

1958 

103 

85 

1959 

114 

80 

1960 

124 

89 

1961 

121 

93 

1962 

119 

96 

Coronary 

disease, 

Other  heart 

angina 

disease 

Bronchitis 

95 

93 

20 

101 

87 

27 

108 

83 

32 

112 

90 

31 

134 

111 

23 
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Part  II— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 


The  following  services  in  this  Borough  were  carried  out  by  the  Kent 
County  Council  : 

(1)  Ambulance  service. 

(2)  Care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children. 

(3)  Domestic  help  and  night  attendant  service. 

(4)  Domiciliary  midwifery. 

(5)  Health  visiting. 

(6)  Home  nursing. 

(7)  Mental  health. 

(8)  Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care. 

(9)  Vaccination  and  Immunization  for  protection  against  Diphtheria, 
Poliomyelitis,  Smallpox,  Tetanus  and  Whooping  Cough. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS,  ETC. 


The  Kent  County  Council  provided  the  following  clinics  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal. 

Cheriton  Clinic  — Tuesday  afternoon. 

Old  Harvey  Grammar  School  — Wednesday  afternoon. 

These  clinics  were  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  J.  W.  D.  Buttery,  f.r.g.s.. 


F.R.G.O.G. 

(b)  Infant  Welfare. 

Cheriton  Clinic 


Methodist  Church  Hall, 

Sandgaie  — 

Old  Harvey  Grammar  School  — 


Baptist  Church  Hall, 
Hill  Road 


Monday  afternoon. 

Thursday  afternoon. 

Second  and  fourth 

Thursday  morning  each 
month. 

Second  and  fourth  Friday 
afternoon  each  month. 

Tuesday  afternoon. 

First,  third  and  fifth 

Thursday  morning  each 
month. 

Friday  morning. 

First  and^third  Friday 
afternoon  each  month. 


Dr.  Margaret  Paxton  was  in  attendance  at  the  Baptist  Church  Hall, 
and  Dr.  D.  A.  Ewing  at  the  other  three  centres. 

Mothercraft  and  ante-natal  relaxation  classes  have  also  been  held  as 
follows  : 

Cheriton  Clinic  — Wednesday  afternoon. 

Old  Harvey  Grammar  School  — Thursday  afternoon. 


HOSPITALS. 

The  South-East  Kent  Hospital  Management  Committee  is  responsible  for 
this  service  and  the  following  hospitals  are  available  for  patients  from  this  area  : 

(a)  General  and  Maternity. 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Folkestone. 

Willesborough  Hospital,  near  Ashford. 

Buckland  Hospital,  Dover. 
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(b)  Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  Smallpox). 

Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 

Ashford  Isolation  Hospital. 

(c)  Chronic  Sick. 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Lyminge. 

Buckland  Hospital,  Dover. 

Hothfield  Hospital,  Charing. 

Smallpox  patients  would  be  admitted  to  the  Joyce  Green  Hospital, 
Hartford. 


Hospital  facilities  are  available  at  Shorncliffe  Camp  for  members  of 
H.M.  Forces  and  their  families  living  in  this  area. 

The  following  statistics  for  the  year’s  working  at  the  Royal  Victoria 
Hospital,  Folkestone,  have  been  supplied  by  Mr.  E.  F.  Webb,  Group  Secretary 
of  the  South-East  Kent  Hospital  Management  Committee  : 


In-Patients. 

Maternity  ...  ...  ...  ...  477 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,705 

New  Out-Patients. 

Medical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  688 

Paediatrics  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Dermatology  ...  ...  ...  ...  573 

Physical  Medicine  ...  ...  ...  518 

Surgical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,932 

E.N.T.  (including  T’s  and  A’s)  ...  ...  1,055 

Orthopaedics  ...  ...  ...  ...  714 

Ophthalmology  ...  ...  ...  ...  684 

Radiotherapy  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Consultant  Dentistry  ...  ...  ...  226 

Gynaecology  ...  ...  ...  ...  898 

Psychiatry  ...  ...  ...  ...  165 

Obstetrics — Ante-Natal  ...  ...  ...  421 

Post-Natal  ...  ...  ...  290 

Urology  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 


The  total  attendance  for  all  clinics  was  29,103 


In  addition,  there  were  : 

Attendances  at  Casualty  Department  ...  11,311 

Out  - Patients  attendances  at  Physio- 
therapy ...  ...  ...  ...  19,359 

In-Patients  attendances  at  Physiotherapy  7,614 

together  with  3,061  out-patient  attendances  at  group  exercises  and 

2,146  in-patient  attendances  at  group  exercises. 

Units  of  treatment  in  X-ray  Department  22,283 

Individual  patient  requests  in  Pathology 

Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  16,740 

plus  170  Post  Mortems 

In  view  of  the  proposals  contained  in  the  New  Hospital  Plan  for  England 
and  Wales  meetings  were  held  between  representatives  of  local  authorities 
and  the  medical  profession  in  this  area  with  representatives  of  the  South-East 
Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
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It  is  anticipated  that  there  will  be  a vast  increase  in  the  population  in 
Kent  over  the  next  20  years  and  the  construction  of  a new  hospital  at 
Folkestone,  where  there  is  a most  suitable  site,  would  be  better  than  the 
proposal  that  Buckland  Hospital,  Dover,  should  be  enlarged  and  be  the 
District  General  Hospital. 

If,  however,  the  only  course  which  the  Board  could  take  were  to  enlarge 
an  existing  hospital  it  is  felt  that  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital  at  Folkestone 
is  a much  better  proposition  as  it  has  adequate  room  for  expansion,  is  well 
sited,  has  excellent  amenities  and  good  road  and  rail  communications. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

An  efficient  ambulance  service  has  been  maintained  in  Folkestone  by 
the  Kent  County  Council  for  general,  maternity  and  accident  cases. 

Smallpox  and  Typhus  cases  would  be  moved  by  arrangement  with  the 
Canterbury  City  Ambulance  Service  and  other  cases  of  infectious  disease  by 
County  Council  ambulances  from  Folkestone,  Dover  or  Ashford. 


IMMUNIZATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 


The  course  of  primary  immunization  consists  of  two  or  three  injections, 
depending  on  the  age  at  which  immunization  is  begun,  at  intervals  of  four 
to  six  weeks,  and  should  be  completed  by  the  end  of  the  first  year.  The 
preparation  recommended  by  the  Standing  Medical  Advisory  Committee  for 
the  Minister  of  Health  for  general  use  is  the  combined  diphtheria,  tetanus 
and  whooping  cough  vaccine.  A reinforcing  dose  should  be  given  at  18  to 
21  months  and  subsequent  reinforcing  doses  for  diphtheria,  either  alone  or 
in  combination  with  tetanus  toxoid,  at  school  entry  and  again  at  eight  to 
12  years. 


From  the  following  figures  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  children  immunized  during  1962  has  shown 
a further  decrease  since  the  use  of  triple  antigen  was  commenced  in  April, 
1960. 

Primary  inoculations 
Reinforcing  inoculations  . . . 

For  the  eleventh  successive  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  has  been  notified. 


1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

426 

479 

783 

743 

636 

187 

187 

340 

469 

414 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS. 

Poliomyelitis  vaccine  for  oral  administration  became  available  for  routine 
use  in  February,  1962,  and  has  been  used  increasingly  during  the  year. 
Facilities  were  available  at  the  various  clinics  for  the  vaccination  of  infants 
and  school  children  by  one  of  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  or,  if 
preferred,  the  vaccination  could  be  given  by  the  family  doctor  concerned. 
Evening  clinics  were  arranged  for  the  convenience  of  persons  between  15 
and  40  years  and  in  the  special  groups,  but  as  the  demand  decreased  the 
clinics  were  discontinued  in  October. 

The  following  poliomyelitis  vaccination  figures  for  1962  are  based  on 
the  return  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 
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Year  of 

Birth 

2nd 

injections 

{salk) 

3rd  dose 
{salk  and 
oral) 

4th  dose 
{salk  and 
oral) 

3 Orals 
{complete 
course) 

1962  

1 

2 

— 

53 

1961  

6 

93 

— 

234 

1957-1960 

101 

415 

— 

56 

1943-1956 

18 

351 

284 

53 

1933-1942 

17 

182 

— 

52 

Others 

37 

393 

— 

95 

Totals 

180 

1,436 

284 

543 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX. 

Facilities  for  the  vaccination  of  children  were  available  at  the  infant 
welfare  clinics  in  the  Borough  and  also  from  local  general  practitioners. 

Following  notification  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  of  imported  cases 
of  smallpox  into  this  country  from  Pakistan,  vaccination  was  made  avail- 
able in  Folkestone  to  all  those  whose  work  might  lead  to  exposure  to  infection, 
to  local  residents  going  to  infected  areas  in  Great  Britain  and  bona  fide 
travellers  abroad  where  facilities  were  not  available  through  their  own  family 
doctor.  Ten  special  clinics  were  held  at  the  Public  Health  Department  and 
205  people  vaccinated. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  figures,  supplied  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  there  has  been  a very  big  increase  in  the  number  of  primarv' 
and  revaccinations  although  only  approximately  half  of  the  primary  vaccina- 
tions (598)  were  in  respect  of  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  ; 755  of 
the  persons  revaccinated  were  aged  15  or  over. 


1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Primary  vaccinations  ...  357 

373 

453 

520 

1,137 

Re-vaccinations  ...  ...  23 

34 

5 

3 

1,015 

In  view  of  the  large  number  of  record 

cards 

of  persons  who 

had  been 

vaccinated  at  their  own  request  which  were  received  by  the  Kent  County 
Council,  and  as  these  record  cards  did  not  provide  any  epidemiological  or 
statistical  information  of  value,  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  was 
subsequently  obtained  by  the  County  Council  to  modification  of  their  proposal 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  Section  26,  concerning  vaccin- 
ation against  smallpox.  This  amendment  restricted  the  obligation  of  the 
County  to  payment  only  for  record  cards  received  by  them  in  respect  of 
vaccinations  carried  out  under  the  County  Council’s  arrangements. 


INOCULATION  AGAINST  WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Whooping  Cough  immunization  (singly  or  in  combination)  continued 
as  part  of  the  services  provided  by  the  Kent  County  Council. 

During  the  year  620  children  received  their  primary  inoculation  com- 
pared with  671  in  1961  ; 576  were  infants  under  the  age  of  two  years. 
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HOME  SAFETY. 

The  Folkestone  Home  Safety  Committee  were  active  effectively  during 
the  year  and  special  attention  was  given  to  the  prevention  of  falls  by  the 
elderly,  the  dangers  from  fireworks,  and  the  training  for  home  safety,  par- 
ticularly in  regard  to  first-aid  and  mouth-to-mouth  resuscitation. 

Statistics  reported  during  the  year  from  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital 
showed  some  encouraging  signs  that  locally  the  public  are  slowly  becoming 
more  safety  conscious  in  and  about  their  homes  and  are  beginning  to  take 
note  of  the  publicity  put  out. 

The  value  of  adequate  publicity  in  this  field  of  accident  prevention, 
was  proved  during  the  year  in  a campaign  against  broken  glass.  Whilst 
bearing  in  mind  a poor  summer,  which  may  have  had  some  effect  on  the 
figures  reported,  there  was  a marked  drop  recorded  in  the  amount  of  broken 
glass  picked  up  at  the  East  Cliff  Sands,  which  was  65%  less  than  in  tlie 
previous  year.  The  number  of  “ cut  ” accidents  at  the  Sands  reported  by 
the  British  Red  Cross  was  also  fewer  by  54% . 

The  benefit  from  publicity  work  was  also  reflected  in  safety  with  fire- 
works. The  Kent  Fire  Brigade  reported  locally  that  they  had  not  turned  a 
wheel  during  November  5th  and  only  two  accident  cases  were  treated  by 
the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital  which  had  occurred  on  the  5th  and  6th  November. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

These  examinations  were  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  Maidstone  and  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Folkestone. 

A summary  of  the  results  of  specimens  submitted  by  me  during  the 
year  is  shown  below  : 

Positive  Negative 


Faeces  for  : 

Food  Poisoning  organisms  ...  — 35 

Pathogenic  organisms  ...  — 10 

Salmonella  organisms  ...  1 3 

Salmonella  Typhi-murium  ...  2 2 

Sonne  Dysentery  ...  ...  2 1 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  — 1 

Swabs  for  : 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  — 4 

Haemolytic  Streptococci  ...  — 44 


MENTAL  HEALTH. 

This  authority  is  not  responsible  for  the  administration  of  work  under- 
taken in  the  community  in  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  and  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948— Section  47. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  either  of  these  Acts  during 

1962. 

CARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE  AND  THE  CHRONIC  SICK. 

During  the  year  23  cases  involving  24  persons  were  investigated  and 
help  given  as  necessary  ; this  was  an  increase  of  nine  compared  with  1961. 
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The  cases  were  originally  referred  to  me  by  : 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  ...  ...  1 

Family  Doctors,  Hospital  Almoner  ...  7 

Home  Help  Organiser,  etc.  ...  ...  5 

Police  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Relatives  and  friends  ...  ...  ...  9 


Two  of  the  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital  for  the  chronic  sick,  two 
to  local  nursing  homes  and  arrangements  made  for  the  others  to  receive 
medical  attention  or  assistance  as  required. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  Folkestone  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  to  help 
in  any  possible  way  the  elderly  people  of  the  town  and  amongst  their  many 
activities  is  visiting  the  lonely  and  housebound,  looking  after  their  social 
interests,  obtaining  grants  for  the  needy,  arranging  with  the  W.V.S.  for 
clothing  and  meals-on-wheels,  and  generally  advising  and  helping. 

In  view  of  the  difficulty  which  had  been  experienced  regarding  the 
cleansing  of  filthy  premises,  prior  to  disinfestation,  when  the  aged  occupants 
had  been  admitted  to  a hospital  for  the  chronic  sick,  the  matter  was  taken 
up  with  the  Kent  County  Council  who  confirmed  that  it  was  not  possible 
to  extend  the  domestic  help  service  to  provide  what  was  apparently  a clean- 
ing service  for  premises  vacated  by  aged  persons  as  this  would  exceed  the 
County  Council’s  powers  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946. 

Following  a meeting  with  Senior  Officers  of  the  Kent  County  Council 
it  was  agreed  that  where  elderly  persons  were  in  residence  and  it  was  neces- 
sary for  them  to  receive  domestic  help  to  clean  their  premises,  two  home 
helps  could  be  sent  if  this  were  necessary  to  deal  with  the  work  involved  ; 
where  elderly  people  were  not  in  residence  for  any  reason  whatsoever,  the 
home  help  service  was  unable  to  offer  any  assistance  and  other  arrangements 
would  have  to  be  made  locally. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  where  elderly  people  are  living  under 
extreme  insanitary  conditions  the  home  help  service  will  be  able  to  give  help 
before  conditions  deteriorated  too  far. 

I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Mrs.  C.  Skelton,  Administrator 
of  the  Folkestone  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee,  and  Miss  G.  Bowman, 
Home  Help  Organiser,  for  their  unstinting  efforts  and  their  willing  co- 
operation at  all  times. 

N.S.P.C.C. 

Senior  Inspector  F.  E.  Freegard  of  the  N.S.P.C.C.  has  continued  to  give 
much  valuable  and  willing  assistance  in  his  tactful  and  efficient  manner. 

Of  the  20  cases  which  he  investigated  in  Folkestone,  affecting  the  wel- 
fare of  58  children,  approximately  two-thirds  were  classified  as  “ neglect  ” ; 
13  of  the  cases  were  reported  to  the  Inspector  by  members  of  the  public. 

At  the  request  of  Senior  Inspector  Freegard  I visited  two  families.  The 
first  involved  two  sisters,  aged  two-and-a-half  and  eight  years  respectively, 
who  were  being  deprived  of  normal  care  and  attention.  The  case  was  dealt 
with  by  the  local  Juvenile  Court  and  an  order  made  for  the  two  little  girls 
to  be  taken  into  care  by  the  Kent  County  Council. 

The  second  family  consisted  of  mother  and  father  and  four  young 
children,  ranging  in  age  from  eight  years  to  nine  months.  The  general  con- 
ditions in  the  house  were  dirty  in  the  extreme,  being  the  result  of  prolonged 
neglect,  and  on  my  recommendation  a Magistrate’s  order  was  obtained  and 
the  children  removed  to  a place  of  safety.  The  parents  were  subsequently 
brought  before  the  local  Magistrates’  Court  and  placed  on  probation  for 
two  years. 
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NURSING  HOMES— Part  VI  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

One  Nursing  Home,  which  had  provided  four  maternity  and  30  other 
beds,  was  discontinued. 

The  six  registered  Homes  at  the  end  of  the  year  provided  the  following 
beds  : 

For  maternity  patients  only  ...  ...  4 

For  maternity  or  other  patients  ...  5 

For  other  patients  only  ...  ...  74 

The  total  of  83  beds  now  available  compares  with  117  at  the  end  of  1961. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

The  following  is  a summary  supplied  by  Dr.  D.  E.  Sharvill,  Consultant 
Dermatologist  and  Venereologist,  of  the  new  patients  from  Folkestone  who 
have  attended  the  special  clinics  at  Ashford,  Canterbury  and  Dover  during 


New 

Total 

Cases 

New  Cases 

in 

in  1961  for 

1962 

Comparison 

Syphilis 

• • • 

Nil 

2 

Gonorrhoea 

• • • 

4 

5 

Other  conditions 

17 

34 

FOLKESTONE  CREMATORIUM. 

During  the  year  469  cremation  certificates  were  issued  ; this  is  an  increase 
of  35  compared  with  1961. 

As  in  previous  years  approximately  two-thirds  (303  of  the  total  of  469 
certificates  issued)  were  in  respect  of  Folkestone  residents  ; the  remainder 


came  from  the  following  areas  : 

Hythe  and  Saltwood  ...  ...  ...  61 

Lvmins^e  and  Elhani  ...  ...  ...  31 

Dymchurch  and  New  Romney  ...  14 

Capel  and  Dover  ...  ...  ...  12 

Hawkinge  and  Swingfield  ...  ...  11 

Other  areas  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 


Of  the  Folkestone  residents  who  died  during  1962  nearly  half  were 
cremated. 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  CORPORATION  EMPLOYEES, 

The  following  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  during  1962. 


For  admission  to  the  Corporation  : 

Males 

Females 

(a)  Superannuation  Scheme 

18 

7 

{b)  Sick  Pay  Scheme 

38 

5 

Special  examinations  ... 

4 

1 

Totals 

60 

13 

Arrangements  were  made  for  51  of  the  employees  to  have  X-ray  examina- 
tions of  the  chest. 
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Part  III— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  in  this  Borough  is  provided  by  the  Folkestone  and  District 


Water  Company  and  supplied  as  follows  : 

Total  residential  supplies  at  31st  December,  1961  15,680 

(Folkestone  borough  and  adjoining  parishes  of 
Capel-le-Ferne,  Alkham,  Lydden,  Hawkinge, 

Newington  and  Paddlesworth.) 

New  supplies  to  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  216 

Residential  farms  connected  ...  ...  ...  2 

218 

15,898 

Disused  supplies  disconnected  ...  ...  ...  64 


Total  supplies  at  31st  December,  1962  ...  ...  15,834 


No  outdoor  standpipes  are  used  for  domestic  supplies. 

To  meet  the  increasing  demand  for  water  the  Folkestone  and  District 
Water  Company  is  enlarging  by  50%  the  filtration  plant  at  its  Cherry' 
Garden  Works  which  treats  a mixture  of  waters  from  the  chalk  and  lower 
greensand.  The  filtered  water  is  supplied  through  an  18in.  diameter  main 
which  runs  to  the  Town  Hall  and  was  laid  in  1894.  This  had  become 
obstructed  by  a hard  calcareous  deposit  which  was  removed  and  the  original 
capacity  of  the  main  restored.  Powers  were  obtained  by  the  Company  in 
1898  to  construct  and  use  a well  at  Lye  Oak,  Lydden  ,*  two  boreholes  are 
to  be  constructed  at  this  site  and  they  will  be  used  to  supplement  existing 
sources. 

The  water  generally  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Samples  were  taken  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  at  regular 
intervals  throughout  the  year  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  every 
possible  precaution  taken  to  ensure  continued  safety  of  supply. 

The  following  133  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  and 
chemical  examination  : 

(a)  Bacteriological  Examination  : 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Statutory  supply  undertaking  .. . 118  7 

Other  private  sources  ...  6 — 

The  seven  unsatisfactory  samples  showed  the  presence  of  coliform  bacilli 
and  representation  was  made  to  the  persons  concerned.  The  taps  were 
thoroughly  cleansed  and  sterilized  and  check  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

In  addition  128  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  vessels  and  shore 
hydrants  at  Folkestone  harbour  during  a prolonged  investigation  in  connec- 
tion with  the  supply  on  board  one  vessel  ; of  these,  58  samples  were  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory. 

(b)  Chemical  Examination  : 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Statutory  Supply  undertaking  ...  2 — 

The  chemical  results  of  one  of  these  samples  were  as  follows  : 

Appearance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Clear,  bright 

Odour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 
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Parts  per  Million 


Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  0.02 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.75 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  28 

Temporary  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  230 

Total  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  268 

Permanent  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  four 

hours  at  80°F.  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.04 

Total  Solids  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  354 

pH  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7.2 


The  microscopic  examination  revealed  the  presence  of  a very  few  mineral 
fragments. 

Opinion. 

This  is  a hard  water  of  high  organic  purity.  Chemically  it  is  suitable  for 
all  dietetic  purposes. 

J.  H.  E.  MARSHALL, 

Public  Analyst. 

Folkestone  is  in  an  area  which  was  not  supplied  naturally  with  fluoride 
and  the  Council,  who  were  of  the  opinion  that  its  introduction  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  population  of  the  town,  supported  the  Kent  County  Council 
in  their  proposal  to  make  such  introductions. 

PUBLIC  ANALYST. 

Mr.  J.  H.  E.  Marshall,  m.a.(cantab.),  f.r.i.g.,  has  continued  as  Public 
Analyst  for  this  Borough. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

No  important  construction  of  sewerage  works  has  been  undertaken  during 
1962. 

Two  major  projects  have  been  in  course  of  preparation  for  the  relief 
of  flooding  in  the  Central  Station  area  and  in  the  Dover  Road  and  Wear 
Bay  Road  area. 

Similarly  some  preparatory  information  obtained  by  float  observation 
and  seabed  survey  has  been  provided  to  the  Consultant  Engineers  in  con- 
nection with  the  main  sewage  outfall  at  Copt  Point  and  the  Sandgate 
Outfall. 

HOUSING. 

\ 

The  Borough  Treasurer  has  provided  me  with  the  following  summary 
showing  the  position  of  the  Council’s  waiting  list  at  the  31st  December,  1962  : 


Without 

With 

Separate 

Separate 

Homes 

Homes 

Single  persons 

8 

5 

Old  age  pensioners 

47 

16 

Couples 

33 

30 

Couples  with  one  child 

60 

42 

Couples  with  two  children 

72 

53 

Others  ... 

39 

61 

259 

207 
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Forty-three  cases,  compared  with  47  during  1961  and  50  in  1960,  were 
referred  to  me  in  view  of  overcrowded,  congested  or  unhygienic  conditions, 
chronic  illness,  etc. 


Fifteen  of  the  cases  were  recommended  for  priority  for  re-housing  after 
full  investigation  and  consideration  of  all  relevant  facts. 


The  cases  were  referred  to  me  by  : 

Recommended 

Number  of 

for 

Cases 

Priority 

Borough  Treasurer 

11 

5 

Chest  Physician 

1 

1 

County  Health  Visitors 

4 

— 

County  Medical  Officer 

1 

— 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

1 

1 

Family  Doctor  ... 

Housing  applicants  themselves 

4 

1 

on  medical  grounds 

21 

7 

The  Borough  Engineer  has  supplied  the 

following 

summary  of  the 

housing  programme  which  was  completed  during 

the  year  : 

{a)  Number  of  properties  converted  and 

units  of  accommodation  provided  . 

20 

properties 
to  provide 

(b)  Number  of  dwellings  completed  by  : 

80 

units 

(i)  Local  Authority  ... 

23 

j 107  units  of 

(ii)  Private  Enterprise 

84 

1 accommodation 

The  Local  Authority  has  asked  for  permission  to  erect  101  units  of 
accommodation  and  planning  permission  has  been  granted  for  the  follow- 
ing to  take  place  by  private  enterprise  in  the  near  future  : 

158  dwellings  at  Walton  Manor  Farm,  Horn  Street,  and  Cheriton 
Court  Road,  Coolinge  Farm,  Castle  Bay  and  Encombe, 
Sandgate. 

Residential  development  at  Kennel  Field,  Cherry  Garden  Avenue. 
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Part  IV— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

CHICKENPOX. 

Two  nurses  from  the  local  Royal  Victoria  Hospital  and  a girl  of  seven, 
who  also  had  acute  tonsillitis,  were  admitted  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

For  the  eleventh  successive  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified. 

A suspected  case,  woman  aged  76,  was  admitted  to  the  Dover  Isolation 
Hospital  for  observation  and  subsequently  confirmed  as  suffering  from  upper 
respiratory  monilial  infection  and  transferred  to  Buckland  Hospital. 

DYSENTERY. 

A patient  in  the  local  hospital,  girl  aged  five  years,  was  found  to  be 
suffering  from  sonne  dysentery  and  transferred  to  the  Dover  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Two  members  of  H.M.  Forces,  one  aged  25  suffering  from  bacillary 
dysentery  and  the  second  patient  who  had  recently  come  from  abroad  and 
was  suffering  from  amoebic  dysentery,  were  admitted  to  the  Military  Hospital 
at  Shomcliffe  Camp. 

Following  receipt  of  information  that  three  children  from  the  same 
family  had  been  transferred  from  a Kent  County  Council  hostel,  where 
there  had  been  an  outbreak  of  sonne  dysentery,  to  a children’s  home  in 
Cheriton,  stool  examinations  were  carried  out  and  it  was  confirmed  that 
two  of  the  children,  girls  aged  11  and  14  years  respectively,  were  “carriers” 
and  they  were  admitted  to  the  Ashford  Isolation  Hospital. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Two  cases,  a woman  aged  56  and  a man  aged  72,  were  reported  during 
the  year. 

ERYTHEMA  NODOSUM. 

A woman  aged  61  was  admitted  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital  suffering 
from  acute  erythema  nodosum. 

GASTRO-ENTERITIS. 

Seven  infants  under  the  age  of  four  years,  a visitor  aged  82  who  went 
to  the  out-patients’  department  of  the  local  hospital,  and  a member  of  the 
W.R.A.C.  in  camp  at  St.  Martin’s  Plain  were  all  admitted  to  isolation 
hospitals  in  the  area. 

GERMAN  MEASLES. 

Two  army  cadets,  aged  14  and  15  years  respectively,  in  camp  at 
Shomcliffe  and  12  other  members  of  H.M.  Forces  (three  females  and  nine 
males)  were  confirmed  as  suffering  from  german  measles.  Of  the  12  admitted 
to  isolation  hospitals  in  the  area  four  were  originally  reported  as  suspected 
scarlet  fever  and  one  as  measles. 

INFLUENZA  AND  RESPIRATORY  INFECTIONS. 

The  incidence  of  respiratory  infection  (influenza,  coughs,  colds,  bron- 
chitis, etc.)  reached  a peak  during  the  second  week  of  January  ; this  was 
reflected  in  the  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  influenzal  pneumonia  and 
deaths  from  bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  and  the  first  certificates  of  incapacity 
received  by  the  National  Insurance  Office  from  local  doctors  was  three 
times  the  normal  weekly  average. 
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MALARIA,  B.T.  Relapse. 

A member  of  the  H.M.  Forces  who  had  recently  returned  from  Mombassa 
had  a relapse  from  Benign  Tertian  Malaria  and  was  admitted  to  the  Military 
Hospital. 

MEASLES. 

1962  was  a non-epidemic  year  and  of  the  49  civilian  cases  notified  only 
two  were  over  the  age  of  14  years. 

An  army  cadet  from  Shorncliffe  Camp,  who  was  originally  admitted 
to  the  Ashford  Isolation  Hospital  as  a suspected  case  of  german  measles, 
was  subsequently  confirmed  as  suffering  from  measles. 

MENINGOCOCCAL  MENINGITIS. 

Two  cases  of  meningococcal  infection  were  confirmed.  The  first,  an 
infant  of  nine  months,  was  a patient  in  the  local  hospital  and  the  second, 
a man  of  29  who  died  in  hospital,  was  confirmed  after  Coroner’s  post-mortem. 

PNEUMONIA,  Acute  Primary  and  Influenzal. 

Of  the  25  cases  of  pneumonia  reported,  ten  were  acute  primary  and 
15  influenzal.  Half  the  acute  primary  cases  were  notified  during  the  second 
quarter  of  the  year  and  12  of  the  influenzal  pneumonia  cases  in  January. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

Both  the  cases  were  reported  during  July.  The  first,  a woman  aged 
33  who  had  been  a patient  in  the  local  hospital  for  her  confinement,  was 
subsequently  admitted  to  the  Willesborough  Hospital  at  Ashford  ; the 
probable  cause  was  uterine  infection. 

The  second  woman,  aged  32,  had  been  confined  at  home  and  later 
developed  an  acute  respiratory  infection. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Of  the  16  cases  of  scarlet  fever  confirmed  five  were  infants,  seven  children 
of  school  age,  and  the  remaining  four  young  adults  under  the  age  of  25 
years.  The  disease  was  of  a mild  type  and  all  the  patients  nursed  at  home. 

SMALLPOX. 

At  the  request  of  the  medical  authorities  at  ShornclifTe  Camp  I 
examined  a soldier  who  had  recently  returned  from  Germany.  Arrangements 
were  made  for  the  Smallpox  Consultant  from  Joyce  Green  Hospital,  Dart- 
ford,  to  see  the  patient  but  the  suspected  diagnosis  of  atypical  smallpox 
was  not  confirmed. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Only  five  sporadic  cases,  two  infants  and  three  school  children  under 
the  age  of  13,  were  notified. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

Thirteen  suspected  instances  of  food  poisoning,  involving  20  persons, 
were  reported  and  investigated.  The  provisional  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed 
in  any  of  the  cases. 

SALMONELLA  INFECTION— not  food  borne. 

Following  receipt  of  a notification  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  Dover  that  salmonella  organisms  had  been  isolated  from  a Folkestone 
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woman  aged  55,  who  was  a patient  in  the  Buckland  Hospital,  investigations 
were  carried  out  and  stool  specimens  from  other  members  of  her  family  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Maidstone  for  investigation  ; it 
was  subsequently  confirmed  that  salmonella  organisms  had  also  been  isolated 
from  the  husband  of  the  patient. 

The  woman  later  died  from  septicaemia  and  ulcerative  colitis. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  has  risen  from  15  during  1961  to 
24  in  1962.  The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  was  highest  in  males  aged  25-64 
and  in  females  aged  25-44.  There  were  two  deaths  attributed  by  the  Registrar- 
General  to  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

The  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  in  Folkestone  was  0.04  per  1,000 
home  population  ; the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  for  1962  was  0.07. 

(a)  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952,  and  Public  Health  Act, 
1936  (Section  172). 


No  action  taken  during  the  year. 

(b)  New  Cases  Notified  and  Mortality  during  1962. 


New  Cases  Notified 

Deaths 

Meninges 

Meninges 

Respira-  and 

Respira- 

and 

Ages  tory  C.NS.  Other 

tory 

C.NS. 

Other 

[in  years)  M.  F.  M.  F.  M. 

0-4  ...  1 

5-14  ...  — 1 — — 

15-24  ...  1 1 . 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 



— ■ 

- 

- - 

25-44  ...  5 1 — — — 

3 

— — 

— — 

— 1 

45-64  ...  5 2 — — 1 

— 

1 — 

— — 



65  and  over  1 — — — 2 

— 

— — 

— — 

— — 

Totals  12  6 — — 3 

3 

1 — 

— — 

— 1 

Number  of  Deaths  from  unnotified  Tuberculosis 

1 

Number  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis 

admitted 

to  hospital 

during  the  year  : 

(a)  Pulmonary 

. . 

...  ... 

16 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

• 

...  ... 

3 

(c)  Number  of  Cases  on  Tuberculosis 

Register. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

On  Register  at  1st  January,  1962 

93 

96 

6 8 

203 

Primary  Notifications 

Other  additions  (returned  to  dis- 

12 

6 

3 3 

24 

trict,  transferred  from  other 
areas,  restored  to  register,  etc.) 

3 

4 

— 1 

8 

Total 

108 

106 

9 12 

235 

Removed  (died,  left  district,  re- 

covered,  non-tuberculous,  etc.) 

22 

21 

— 2 

45 

Remaining  on  Register  at  31st 

December,  1962 

86 

85 

9 10 

190 

29 


(d)  New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  during  1962 — Occupation  of  Patients. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

T otal 

Caretaker  ... 

M. 

F. 

M. 

1 

F. 

1 

Civil  Servant 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Driver 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Engineer 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

H.M.  Forces 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Housewife  ... 

— 

4 

— 

3 

7 

Infant 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Licensee 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Nurse 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Photographer 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Scholar 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Shopkeeper 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Train  Guard 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Retired 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Totals 

12 

6 

3 

3 

24 

(e)  Chest  Clinic. 

Dr.  J.  Spencer  Jones,  Chest  Physician,  has  supplied  the  following 
information  : 

The  notification  figures  show  an  increase  during  1962  although, 
inexplicably,  the  figure  varies  from  time  to  time.  He  has  no  doubt  that 
some  of  the  new  cases  found  during  the  year  would  have  remained 
undetected  but  for  special  care  taken  by  the  General  Practitioners  and 
by  his  own  case  finding  programme,  directed  to  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

There  is  an  increasing  awareness  that  an  X-ray  report  of  calcified 
tuberculosis  does  not  imply  healing  and  more  doctors  are  sending  patients 
with  lesions  of  this  type  for  full  investigation  at  the  Chest  Clinic. 

Theoretically  patients  infected  by  M.  tuberculosis,  resistant  to  the 
commonly  employed  anti-tuberculous  drugs  could  be  the  starting  point 
of  a fresh  epidemic  of  tuberculosis  in  the  country. 

The  number  of  persistently  infectious  patients  in  Folkestone  during 
1962,  infective  with  resistant  organisms,  was  eight  and  one  of  these  died 
during  the  year. 

Long-term,  the  number  of  persons  infective  with  resistant  organisms 
is  more  important  than  all  the  other  figures  about  tuberculosis.  The 
best  protection  against  infection  with  these  organisms  is  the  BCG 
inoculation  since  treatment,  when  the  disease  is  established,  can  be  very 
difficult  indeed. 

During  1962  there  were  27  infectious  patients  known  to  the  Chest 
Clinic  at  one  time  or  another.  By  the  end  of  the  year  only  seven  drug 
resistant  cases  and  two  men  aged  77  and  79,  considered  unsuitable  for 
orthodox  treatment,  remained  infectious. 

Attendances,  etc.,  at  the  Folkestone  Chest  Clinic  were  : 


New  Patients — 

(i)  Complete  examination  ...  236 

(ii)  BCG,  contacts,  etc.  ...  ...  377 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  1,986 

BCC  vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  241 

Number  of  contacts  examined  ...  ...  434 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1962. 

Confirmed  Cases  of  Infectious  and  Other  Notifiable  Diseases  among 
Civilian  and  Military  Population  during  1962. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR. 

Madam  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting,  for  the  14th  time,  my  annual  report  on 
the  duties  of  the  Department  for  which  I am  responsible. 

The  privilege  of  presentation  is  an  individual  one  but  any  sense  of 
achievement  as  a result  of  work  accomplished  and  progress  made  is  some- 
thing in  which  all  members  of  the  staff  who  have  contributed  thereto  are 
rightly  entitled  to  share  and  I readily  acknowledge  the  part  played  by  both 
the  technical  and  clerical  staff,  who  have  worked  well  throughout  the  year. 

The  main  objectives  do  not  change  but  the  pace  seems  to  continually 
quicken,  with  new  problems  developing  which  add  to  the  constant  effort 
to  maintain,  and  where  possible  further  improve,  the  conditions  which  people 
are  entitled  to  expect  where  a modern  public  health  service  is  functioning 
efficiently.  Such  expectations  could  perhaps  be  summarized  as  satisfactory 
living  conditions  in  a house  in  good  repair,  good  working  conditions  in  all 
places  of  employment,  ensurance  of  safe  supplies  of  water,  pure  unadulterated 
and  wholesome  food  prepared,  sold  and  delivered  with  hygienic  safeguards, 
protection  from  the  carelessness  of  neighbours  and  indeed  anyone  else 
whereby  public  or  family  health  might  be  affected,  and  facilities  for  leisure 
in  places  where  these  can  be  enjoyed  without  exposure  to  health  hazard. 

I trust  that  perusal  of  the  various  summaries  and  commentaries  which 
follow  will  indicate  that  every  effort  has  been  made  to  satisfy  these  require- 
ments, despite  a shortage  in  the  technical  staff  which  threatened  to  become 
a serious  handicap  during  the  middle  of  the  year  as  a result  of  inability  to 
fill  a vacancy  in  the  establishment  of  the  District  Public  Health  Inspectors. 
The  gap  was  ultimately  temporarily  filled  when  Student  Inspector  Thomsett 
obtained  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  qualifying  Certificate  in  August  and 
was  accordingly  able  to  undertake  a measure  of  technical  responsibility  after 
appropriate  formal  appointment  to  the  staff. 

Disappointments  included  lack  of  progress  in  dealing  with  the  several 
small  areas  of  sub-standard  houses  scheduled  for  action  in  the  current  slum 
clearance  programme  ; it  is  true  that  this  is  a comparatively  minor  problem 
in  terms  of  numbers  of  dwellings  affected  but  it  will  be  much  better  resolved 
as  it  represents  unhealthy  living  conditions  which  call  for  positive  action. 

Equally  and  especially  disappointing  was  the  further^contraction  in  the 
number  of  applicants  for  improvement  grants  and  an  average  rate  of  less  than 
one  application  per  week  must  be  regarded  as  quite  unsatisfactory  when 
compared  with  the  hundreds  of  houses  in  the  Borough  still  suffering  from 
deficiencies  which  the  scheme  was  intended  to  remedy. 

I would  record  particular  appreciation  of  the  conscientious  work  of  my 
deputy,  Mr.  L.  F.  Pattman  ; I also  acknowledge  the  continued  co-operation 
of  other  Officers  of  the  Corporation  in  matters  of  mutual  interest  and  am 
grateful  to  members  of  the  Council,  in  particular  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Flealth  and  Housing  Committees  for  the  encouraging  interest  taken 
in  the  endeavours  of  the  department  to  fulfil  relevant  statutory  obligations. 

Yours  obediently, 

L.  H.  VALE, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 

Borough  and  Port  of  Folkestone. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 

1.  Inspections. 

COMPLAINTS 

Number  of  complaints  received  and  dealt  with  ...  ...  483 

INSPECTIONS — Summary  of  Visits  Made. 

Public  Health  Acts,  1936-1961. 

Number  of  premises  inspected  (primary  visits)  ...  587 

Visits  to  premises  (including  re-visits)  ...  ...  ...  2,661 

Housing  Acts,  1957-1961. 

Visits  for  purposes  of  securing  repairs  ...  ...  451 

Visits  re  individual  unht  dwellings,  compliance  with 
demolition  orders,  checks  on  compliance  with 
closing  orders,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  299 

Visits  re  clearance  areas,  supervision  of  demolition,  etc.  176 

Visits  for  general  survey  and  assessment  of  properties  167 

Visits  re  house-let-in-multiple  occupation  ...  ...  38 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958. 

Visits  re  improvement  grants  (including  preliminary 

enquiries,  formal  inspections  and  re-visits)  ...  568 

Rent  Act,  1957. 

Visits  re  certificates  of  disrepair  (including  re-visits)  65 

Housing  (General). 

Visits  re  housing  applications  (alleged  overcrowding, 

claims  for  priority,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

Visits  re  Tuberculosis  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Inspections  of  premises  where  food  is  stored  and 

handled  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,654 

Visits  to  ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  211 

Visits  to  licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Miscellaneous  visits  (including  food  sampling,  etc.)  ...  621 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

Visits  for  purposes  of  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  154 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

Number  of  inspections  for  purposes  of  Milk  Regulations  139 

Visits  to  other  premises,  etc.,  not  recorded  above. 

Factories  (a)  Power  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

(b)  Non-power  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(c)  Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Agricultural  Premises  (farms,  holdings,  etc.)  ...  ...  6 

Bathing  Pools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Caravan  and  Camping  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Food)  Order,  1957  ...  16 

Food  Poisoning  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Hairdressers  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Knacker’s  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Licensing  Act,  1961  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  225 

Meat  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926  (Marking  Orders)  ...  170 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Places  of  entertainment  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 
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Rag  Flock  Act,  1951  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rodent  Control  (visits  by  Inspectors  only)  ...  ...  47 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  469 


Total  number  of  visits  made  ...  ...  ...  9,150 

Visits  to  Port  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,139 


10,289 


2.  Notices  Served. 


Notices 

Served. 

Notices 

Complied. 

Defects  or 
Contraventions 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Found 

Complied 

Factories  Acts  1937-61 

15 

- 

11 

— - - 

21 

16 

Folkestone  Corporation  Act 
1920  ... 

27 

3 

31 

2 

35 

36 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  and 
Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations  1960 

115 

93 

296 

299 

Housing  Acts  1958-61  (Im- 
provement Grants) 

36 

39 

432 

495 

Housing  Acts  1957-61 

17 

2 

28 

1 

199 

454 

Rent  5 Form  J 

1 

— 

3 

24* 

48* 

Act  > Form  P 

— 

— 

1 

14* 

1957  J Cancellations 



— 

— 

2 

— 

39* 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General) 
Regulations  1959 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Noise  Abatement  Act  1 960... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Public  Health  Acts  1936-61... 

233 

16 

240 

18 

500 

544 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  1 926 

21 

— 

19 

— 

24 

20 

Shops  Act  1950  ... 

5 

— 

2 

— 

6 

3 

Clean  Air  Act  1956 

5 

— 

4 

— 

5 

4 

Caravan  and  Camping  Sites 

3 

— 

2 

— 

5 

2 

Licensing  Act  1961 

4 

2 

15 

3 

Totals 

450 

58 

437 

66 

1,567 

1,982 

These  figures  include  a number  of  defects  also  included  in  the  Housing 
1957  totals  but  for  statistical  purposes  some  duplication  is  unavoidable. 


Act, 


BROAD  ANALYSIS  OF  DEFECTS,  ETC.,  REMEDIED. 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AND  HOUSING  ^ACTS. 


Dampness  : 

Roofs  repaired 

Eaves  guttering  and  downpipes 
repaired  or  renewed 

External  walls  repointed,  re-rendered 
or  repaired,  cavities  cleared,  etc. 

Internal  walls  waterproofed 

Window  sills  repaired  or  renewed 

General  Repairs  : 

Internal  wall  plaster  repaired  or 
renewed 


Public  Housing 
Health  {Financial 
Acts,  Provisions) 
19.36-61  Act,  1958 


52 

40 

24 

30 

23 

67 

45 

62 

9 

24 

13 

13 

Housing 

Rent 

Acts, 

Act, 

1957-61 

1957 

38 

8 

34 

6 

38 

5 

39 

3 

11 

1 

19 

2 

35 
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Ceiling  plaster  repaired  or  renewed  16 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed,  sub-floor 

ventilation  provided,  etc.  ...  9 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  4 

Windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  8 

Sashcords  renewed  ...  ...  ...  7 

Chimneys  repaired  or  rebuilt  ...  9 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  ...  7 

Fuel  stores  provided  ...  ...  — 

Staircases  repaired,  hand-rails  fitted, 

etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Food  stores  provided  or  ventilated, 

etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Yard  paving  repaired  or  renewed  ...  3 

Sinks  renewed  or  new  provided  ...  3 

Wastepipes  repaired  or  renewed,  etc.  6 

Water  supplies  reinstated  ...  ...  2 

Internal  re-decorations  ...  ...  17 

Drainage  : 

Repaired  or  cleansed  ...  ...  95 

Reconstructed  or  relaid  ...  ...  22 

New  gullies  provided  ...  ...  8 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or 

repaired  ...  ...  ...  18 

Soilpipes  and  vent  shafts  repaired 

or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cesspools  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

Additional  accommodation  provided  4 

Structures  repaired  (roofs,  walls, 

ceilings,  floors,  plasterwork,  etc.)  7 

Doors,  windows  repaired  or  renewed  1 1 

Fittings  repaired  or  renewed  ...  6 

Walls,  etc.,  cleansed  ...  ...  4 


Miscellaneous  : 

External  re-decorations 
Curtilage  walls,  etc.,  rebuilt  or 
repaired 


Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  43 

Sanitary  conveniences  to  refreshment 

houses  repaired  or  renewed  ...  7 

Nuisances  from  animals,  etc.,  abated  3 

Premises  or  parts  of  premises 

cleansed  and/or  disinfested  ...  27 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  — 

Unclassified  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 


Total  Public  Health  Acts  ...  544 


Total  Housing  Acts 
Total  Rent  Act 


13 

11 

13 

52 

44 

24 

3 

4 


15 

8 

61 

50 

20 

3 


3 

3 

15 

23 

3 

2 


13 

2 


44 


7 

14 

3 

1 

21 

1 


2 

2 


17 

11 

7 


4 

5 
5 


13 

10 

2 


4 

6 


4 

1 


3 

11 


495* 


454 


101 


* NOTE.  This  summary  relates  to  items  of  maintenance  repairs  only  and 
does  not  include  works  of  improvement  which  were  the  subject  of 
Standard  or  Discretionary  Grant  payments. 
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Refuse  Bins  (Folkestone  Corporation  Act)  : 

New  bins  provided  after  service  of  notices  ...  ...  36 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

The  total  number  of  premises  not  connected  to  the  main  sewerage 
system  is  as  follows  : 

Number  of  premises  served  by  cesspools  ...  ...  36 

Number  of  premises  served  by  pail  closets  ...  ...  9 

There  are  no  privies  or  earth  closets  in  the  Borough. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

With  the  general  improvement  in  overall  environmental  conditions  in 
recent  years  and  the  diminishing  incidence  of  infectious  diseases,  disinfection 
and  disinfestation  now  seems  to  play  a comparatively  minor  role  in  the  work 
of  the  department  under  normal  circumstances  ; nevertheless  the  possibility 
of  a sudden  and  heavy  demand  being  made,  especially  for  disinfection,  must 
always  be  borne  in  mind  and  the  service  was  therefore  carefully  maintained 
in  a reasonable  state  of  readiness  throughout  the  year  and  operated  efficiently 
whenever  called  upon. 

Disinfection. 

The  number  of  calls  made  on  the  disinfection  service  during  the  year 
under  review  was  the  lowest  recorded  in  any  year  since  1950,  when  statistics 
were  first  summarised  in  the  present  form,  and  the  figures  shown  are  also 
doubtless  lower  than  any  comparable  records  prior  to  that  date. 

The  application  of  formalin  in  liquid  or  gaseous  form  for  disinfection 
of  premises,  and  steam  disinfection  of  bedding  and  blankets,  etc.,  as  appro- 
priate, continued  as  the  principal  methods  employed  in  normal  cases  and  as 
in  previous  years  disinfection  of  blankets  and  bedding  from  the  Royal  Victoria 
Hospital  was  again  undertaken  together  with  treatment  of  library  books 
and  other  articles  from  a variety  of  premises  ; treatment  of  cabins  and/or 
bedding  from  cross  channel  steamers,  undertaken  by  arrangement  with  the 
Harbour  Authorities,  also  remained  available. 

The  hospital  and  private  nursing  homes  service  now  comprises  the  bulk 
of  the  disinfection  carried  out  at  the  steam  treatment  plant  and  in  view  of 
the  ever  rising  cost  of  operations  the  Council  decided  in  April  that  this 
could  no  longer  be  undertaken  free  of  charge.  The  Hospital  Management 
Committee  accepted  the  situation  and  a charge  is  now  ipade  to  cover  the 
costs  involved,  similar  to  the  arrangements  which  apply  in  the  case  of  private 
nursing  homes. 

Free  terminal  disinfection  in  private  dwellings  continued  to  be  given 
after  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  but  in  other  instances  where  treat- 
ment is  requested  for  personal  or  aesthetic  reasons  an  appropriate  charge  is 
imposed. 

The  disinfection  service  also  continued  to  be  available  to  the  Ashford 
Urban  District  Council  in  accordance  with  the  official  agreement  in  this 
respect,  though  no  requests  for  assistance  were  received  during  1962. 

Disinfestation. 

Insect  and  pest  control  is  a branch  of  the  science  of  entomology  and 
it  is  necessary  for  Inspectors  to  have  a broad  working  knowledge  of  the 
subject  so  that  they  are  familiar  with  basic  insect  classification,  especiallv 
parasites  which  have  a domestic  habitat,  and  particularly  those  which  attack 
or  contaminate  foodstuffs. 
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This  becomes  more  important  with  the  development  of  insecticides  which 
have  varying  degrees  of  selectivity,  in  order  that  the  most  effective  treat- 
ment can  be  prescribed  to  deal  with  specific  infestations,  including  those  of 
an  unusual  nature  such  as  arise  from  time  to  time. 

The  common  pests  are  still  encountered  though  cimex  lectularius — or 
in  more  common  parlance  the  bed  bug — is  becoming  almost  a rarity  in  this 
and  many  other  districts  and  there  must  be  an  increasing  number  of  student 
Inspectors  who  rarely  if  ever  see  one  of  these  nocturnal  predators  other  than 
at  special  demonstrations.  This  is  unquestionably  an  index  of  improved 
housing  and  cleanliness  standards  rather  than  the  effect  of  more  potent 
pesticides,  and  the  consequent  negligible  need  of  disinfestation  as  a control 
measure  is  indeed  welcome. 

Cockroach  infestations  are  the  cause  of  most  complaints  and  are  still 
very  troublesome  as  they  tend  to  persist,  with  sporadic  increase  in  numbers, 
until  the  breeding  nests  are  tracked  down  and  eliminated. 

Most  of  the  treatments  given  were  at  food  premises  but  I must  again 
observe  that  the  proprietors  of  hotels,  catering  establishments  and  other  food 
premises  might  well  use  the  service  available  much  more  than  at  present. 

1.  Disinfection. 

Number  of  premises  treated  for  disinfection  after 


infectious  disease  (including  ships)  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  rooms  involved  ^including  cabins)  ...  21 

Number  of  articles  of  bedding,  etc.,  disinfected  1,118 

Number  of  library  books  disinfected  ...  ...  34 

2.  Disinfestation. 

Number  of  houses  and  other  premises  given  dis- 
infestation treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Number  of  rooms  involved  ...  ...  ...  127 

3.  Number  of  visits  by  operator  for  purposes  of  above 

treatments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  225 


FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

1.  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

No  slaughterhouses  have  been  actively  used  in  Folkestone  since  the  end 
of  the  last  war  and  there  are  no  premises  licensed  for  the  purpose  in  the 
Borough.  Full  slaughtering  facilities  however  continued  to  be  unrestrictedly 
available  at  the  nearby  Flythe  abattoir  which  is  leased  by  a slaughtering 
company  from  the  Hythe  Borough  Council  and  it  is  a condition  of  the  lease 
that  the  dressing  of  animals  shall  be  undertaken  for  any  one  who  requires 
use  of  the  facilities  provided  so  that  the  public  designation  of  the  abattoir 
is  maintained.  41ie  arrangements  referred  to  have  been  officially  confirmed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  as  providing  satisfactory 
and  adequate  slaughterhouse  facilities  for  local  needs. 

It  is  appropriate  to  mention  that  the  full  requirements  of  the  Slaughter- 
house (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention 
of  Crueltv)  Regulations,  1958  relating  to  construction,  layout,  and  equipment 
were  finally  applied  to  the  Hythe  abattoir  on  1st  January,  1963. 

Comment  might  also  be  made  on  the  sophistication  of  meat  foreshadowed 
by  a growing  use  of  an  additive  called  papain,  a powerful  enzyme  obtained 
from  the  paw-paw  tree.  I'his  enzyme  is  injected  into  an  animal  immediately 
prior  to  slaughter  for  the  pur]30se  of  pre-tenderising  the  carcase  meat  and 
considerable  claims  are  being  made  regarding  its  ellectiveness  without  any 
loss  of  appearance,  wholesomeness,  flavour  or  keeping  quality. 
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There  seems  something  ethically  doubtful  about  injecting  such  addi- 
tives into  live  animals  and  one  also  ponders  on  the  merits  of  a process 
whereby  meat  from  aged  animals  which  would  otherwise  be  of  poor,  tough 
quality  and  in  that  state  unmarketable  to  a normal  purchaser,  could  con- 
ceivably be  artificially  tenderised  and  sold  as  prime  meat  of  full  nutritive 
value. 

It  is  now  normal  practice  for  retail  traders  to  obtain  the  great  propor- 
tion of  their  supplies  as  dead  meat  from  a number  of  wholesale  companies 
and  the  several  depots  situated  in  the  Borough  to  serve  this  demand  were 
kept  under  routine  supervision  ; other  deliveries  took  place  by  road  trans- 
port from  outside  areas,  these  including  supplies  by  the  Fatstock  Marketing 
Corporation  from  Canterbury  abattoir. 

All  home  killed  meat  from  the  above  sources  is  invariably  inspected  at 
the  place  of  slaughter  but  random  spot  inspections  are  made  from  time 
to  time  at  stores  and  shops  during  the  course  of  routine  duties  as  a further 
check  ; nearly  all  the  butchers  and  also  the  depot  managers  usually  call 
for  inspection  of  any  obviously  suspect  meat  immediately  and  there  is  mutual 
co-operation  in  this  respect. 

I have  mentioned  in  previous  annual  reports,  and  must  again  repeat, 
that  there  is  still  ample  room  for  improvement  in  the  degree  of  protection 
afforded  both  to  hanging  carcases  and  exposed  joints  in  shops  ; as  so 
frequently  is  the  case  there  is  distinct  reluctance  on  the  part  of  many  traders 
to  abandon  long  established  practices  in  the  greater  interests  of  food 
protection. 

The  department  continued  to  undertake  the  interim  supervision  and 
ultimate  release  of  carcases  infected  with  cysticercosis  transferred  to  Folkestone 
for  cold  storage  treatment  from  Flythe  and  Canterbury  ; 14  such  carcases 

were  dealt  with  during  1962. 

Inspection  of  other  foods  has  been  maintained  and  condemnations  for 
unsoundness,  etc.,  have  covered  the  usual  wide  variety  of  products,  as  indi- 
cated in  the  summary  which  follows. 

The  increasing  sale  of  specially  prepared  packs  of  quick  or  deep  freeze 
processed  food  continued  to  expand,  and  perusal  of  the  summary  mentioned 
will  give  some  indication  of  the  considerable  number  of  cartons  of  frozen 
meat,  fish,  vegetables  and  confectionery  which  were  condemned  ; the  primary 
cause  of  condemnation  was  usually  deterioration  following  break-down  of  the 
cabinets  due  to  electrical  faults  or  current  failures,  circumstances  which  have 
a disastrous  effect  on  the  contents. 

The  further  potential  expansion  of  such  processing  is  obvious  when  one 
learns  that  the  annual  turnover  of  the  frozen  food  inc^ustry  is  now  over 
£60,000,000  yet  this  only  represents  1%  of  the  total  maximum  expenditure 
on  all  foodstuffs. 


Summary  of  Food  Condemned. 
0 

(a)  Meat  and  Meat  Products. 


Bacon 

238  lbs. 

Beef  (English) 

493  lbs. 

Beef  (Imported) 

1,019  lbs. 

Bovine  kidneys  (Imported) 

451  lbs. 

Ducks 

124  lbs. 

Lambs  plucks  (Imported)  ... 

7 lbs. 

Mutton  (English) 

57  lbs. 

Pigs  liver  (Imported) 

45  lbs. 

Pigs  plucks  (English) 

97  lbs. 
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Pork  (English) 

Sausages  (various)  ... 

Sheeps  hearts  (Imported)  ... 

Canned  meats  (various) 

Frozen  meat  and  poultry  products  in  cartons  : 
Chicken  pies 
Meat  pies 
Turkey  pies 

(b)  Fish  and  Fish  Products. 

Fish  (wet) 

Canned  fish  (various) 

Escallops 

Frozen  fish  and  fish  cakes  : 

Fish  (various) 

Fish  cakes 

(c)  Other  Foods. 

Biscuits 

Breakfast  spread 
Cheese 

Coffee  

Cooking  oil  ... 

Cream 

Custard  powder 

Flour 

Fruit 

Honey 

Imitation  cream 
Jam 

Macaroni 

Milk  

Mint,  garden 
Mincemeat 
Peanut  butter 
Preserved  fruit 
Paste  (various) 

Pickle  

Rice 

Sauce 

Soft  drinks  ... 

,,  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 
Soup 
Sweets 

Vegetables  ... 

Frozen  Foods  : 

Cakes 
Ice  cream 
Ice  lollies 
Mousse 
Vegetables 


176 

lbs. 

24 

lbs. 

100 

lbs. 

442 

cans 

53 

cartons 

238 

cartons 

50 

cartons 

11 

cartons 

144 

lbs. 

56 

cans 

27 

only 

257 

pkts. 

222 

pkts. 

13 

lbs. 

1 

can 

48 

lbs. 

9 

jars 

1 

jar 

4 

cans 

1 

can 

34 

lbs. 

570 

cans 

2 

jars 

1 

quart 

9 

jars 

1 

can 

74 

cans 

1 

jar 

2 

jars 

1 

jar 

3 

pkts. 

2 

jars 

4 

jars 

5 

cans 

21 

bottles 

16 

bottles 

72 

sachet; 

11 

cans 

1 

pkt. 

712 

cans 

168 

pkts. 

286 

pkts. 

187 

lollies 

38 

pkts. 

,155 

pkts. 

Total  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned 
approximately  3 tons  14  cwts.  3 qrs. 
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2.  Food  Hygiene. 

Food  Hygiene  must  of  necessity  retain  its  topicality  in  a town  where 
catering  is  a major  industry,  and  the  effective  control  and  supervision  of 
food  premises  rightly  commands  a very  appreciable  degree  of  importance 
in  the  routine  activities  of  the  department  ; much  more  time  could  in  fact 
be  profitably  spent  in  this  field  but  other  duties  must  also  receive  attention 
and  additional  technical  staff  would  be  required  for  every  aspect  of  control 
to  be  covered  as  thoroughly  as  one  might  wish,  including  more  frequent 
inspection  of  individual  premises. 

It  must  be  frankly  admitted  that  it  is  just  not  possible  to  inspect  ever/ 
small  private  hotel,  boarding  house  and  seasonal  establishment  even  once  a 
year  and  certainly  not  while  the  holiday  season  is  in  full  swing — when  check 
inspections  are  most  fruitful  as  “ normal  ” working  conditions  then  obtain  ; 
every  effort  continued  during  the  year  to  maintain  regular  inspection  of  the 
larger  catering  establishments  including  hotels,  restaurants  and  cafes,  etc., 
but  if  the  work  is  to  be  done  properly  visits  cannot  be  rushed.  A perfunctory 
walk  through  the  kitchens  is  of  very  limited  value  and  a comprehensive 
inspection  of  a single  premises  can  take  a whole  morning,  especially  where 
the  visit  includes  individual  discussions  with  personnel  and  guidance  on  the 
principles  of  food  hygiene,  followed  by  revisionary  report  for  record  and 
follow  up  purposes. 

The  broad  background  of  education  in  the  clean  handling  of  food  implied 
in  the  foregoing  comment,  and  the  efforts  made  to  inculcate  the  hygienic 
principles  involved  into  all  personnel  who  have  any  contact  with  food  either 
by  way  of  preparation,  cooking,  serving,  retailing  or  delivery  is  at  all  times 
unspectacular  work  and  the  results  are  too  often  very  disappointing,  but 
such  endeavours  are  unquestionably  worthwhile  and  have  resulted  in  raising 
standards  in  many  instances  to  a reasonable  level. 

Implementation  of  this  policy  is  clearly  more  effective  if  the  funda- 
mentals of  public  relations  are  applied  and  the  establishment  of  goodwill 
wherever  possible  is  therefore  regarded  as  of  real  importance.  Inspectors  are 
accordingly  always  ready  and  anxious  to  approach  their  statutory  respon- 
sibilities in  food  premises  on  this  basis  but  there  must  be  a genuine  desire 
to  co-operate  on  both  sides  and  this  is  sometimes  lacking  ; discussion  and 
advice  is  misconstrued  or  wrongly  interpreted  as  officious  interference  or 
unwarranted  intrusion  and  in  some  cases  where  criticism  has  to  be  made, 
however  obviously  this  may  be  merited,  relations  can  deteriorate  to  active 
but  needless  resentment.  In  a few  instances  no  reciprocal  response  whatsoever 
is  shown  to  the  approach  courteous  and  such  attempts  have  to  be  aban- 
doned in  favour  of  more  salutary  action  as  the  overridtng  factor  must  at 
all  times  be  compliance  with  statutory  requirements  in  the  public  interest. 

Group  education  continued  to  be  freely  available  and  several  lectures 
were  given  in  this  connection  during  the  year,  the  talks  being  illustrated 
by  appropriate  colour  films. 

Food  poisoning,  the  ultimate  consequence  of  contamination  of  food,  is 
the  tangible  evidence  of  a failure  to  observe  proper  standards  of  cleanliness 
at  some  stage  of  handling,  but  mere  freedom  from  confirmed  outbreaks 
cannot  be  regarded  as  any  reason  for  relaxing  the  present  endeavours  to 
raise  standards.  Perusal  of  various  reports  and  discussions  shows  that  a wide 
variety  of  food  can  be  implicated  in  food  infections  but  it  remains  an 
undisputed  fact  that  in  over  50%  of  cases  where  the  source  of  the  organism 
responsible  is  fully  established  the  vehicles  of  infection  are  contaminated 
meat  or  meat  products  ; a serious  potential  hazard  unquestionably  arises  in 
the  case  of  re-heated,  made  up,  and/or  processed  meat  dishes,  including  the 
impressive  range  of  cooked  meat  products  eaten  either  as  purchased  or  after 
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casual  warming  up,  and  the  importance  of  taking  the  most  meticulous 
precautions  against  contamination  of  such  vulnerable  food  cannot  be 
repeated  too  loudly  or  too  often.  No  apology  is  therefore  needed  for  stressing 
this  point  and  once  more  decrying  the  practice  of  cooking  meat  joints  the 
day  before  they  are  required,  slicing  and  thereafter  re-heating  on  hot  plates 
immediately  prior  to  serving  a meal  ; this  is  definitely  not  in  the  best  interests 
of  the  consumer  whatever  advantages  it  may  have  on  grounds  of  economy  or 
ease  of  carving. 

The  national  incidence  of  food  poisoning  recorded  has  showm  a welcome 
reduction  in  recent  years  but  the  figure  of  8,000  definite  cases  reported 
in  1962  is  still  a formidable  total,  while  many  more  suspect  cases  also 
undoubtedly  arose  which  could  not  positively  be  confirmed  by  field  investi- 
gation ; 14  suspect  cases  w-^ere  referred  to  me  for  investigation  and  all  were 
carefully  explored,  45  special  visits  and  re-visits  to  different  premises  being 
involved  for  check  and  follow  up  purposes  including  the  collection  of  speci- 
mens for  laboratorv  examination. 

/ 

The  summary’  given  below  shows  that  over  300  specific  statutory  contra- 
ventions of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  etc.,  were  noted  during  1962 
as  sufficiently  important  to  merit  officially  recording  ; this  is  in  addition  to 
the  numerous  cases  where  verbal  warning  or  advice  is  given  regarding 
incidents  involving  unhvgienic  practices  or  defective  conditions  of  a minor 
nature. 

It  wall  be  noted  that  installations  of  separate  wash  hand  basins  and 
sinks,  wath  associated  hot  and  cold  w^ater  supplies,  still  figures  prominently 
in  the  summary  ; these  refer  largely  to  installations  in  small  boarding  estab- 
lishments as  inspections  are  extended  to  such  premises  and,  during  the  year 
under  review,  to  installations  required  in  club  premises  w'hich  w’ere  checked 
in  the  course  of  inspections  under  the  Licensing  Act,  1961. 

Action  taken  to  remedy  Defects  and/or  Contraventions  found  during 

inspections  of  Food  Premises. 


Measures  taken  to  protect  food  from  risk  of  contamination  22 
Equipment  repaired  and/or  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  10 

Equipment  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  23 

Walls/ceilings  of  food  rooms  repaired  and  decorated,  and/or 

rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Windows,  doors,  floors,  etc.,  of  food  rooms  repaired  or  renewed  9 
Sinks  provided  for  washing  food  and/or  equipment  ...  ...  11 

Hot  water  provided  for  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Cold  water  provided  for  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  oi-  renewed  ...  ...  ...  29 

Hot  water  supply  provided  for  wash  basins  ...  ...  ...  27 

Cold  water  supply  provided  for  w'ash  basins  ...  ...  ...  14 

Soap,  nail  brushes,  etc.,  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  9 

Lack  of  towels  for  handwashing  remedied  ...  ...  ...  1 

Additional  W.C.  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment  reconstructed  ...  2 

Disconnection  of  food  rooms  from  sanitary  conveniences 

effected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Sanitary  accommodation  reconstructed,  repaired,  cleansed,  etc.  8 

Absence  of  notices  re  washing  hands  remedied  ...  ...  2 

Refuse  receptacles  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

First  Aid  materials  provided  (including  replacement  of  non- 

w’aterproof  dressings,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 
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Smoking  whilst  handling  food — warnings  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accommodation  provided  for  clothing  and  footwear  not  worn 

during  working  hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Premises  specially  treated  for  eradication  of  insect  pests  ...  15 

Food  required  to  be  kept  at  suitable  temperature  ...  ...  1 

Names  and  address  inscribed  on  food  stalls  ...  ...  ...  2 

Stalls  and/or  httings  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Stalls  provided  with  hot  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stalls  provided  with  soap,  nail  brushes,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  ...  15 

No.  of  Food  Hygiene  posters  and  leaflets,  etc.,  distributed 
(including  posters  and  replacements  exhibited  for  public 
display  and  education)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  669 


3.  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Foods. 

The  sampling  of  foods  for  bacteriological  examination — other  than  milk, 
cream,  and  ice-cream,  details  of  which  are  included  elsewhere  in  the  report 
— was  almost  entirely  restricted  to  the  sampling  of  shellfish.  This  sampling 
has  been  developed  to  a regular  routine  practice  during  the  summer  months 
and  has  proved  to  be  a very  useful  screening  medium  for  checking  the  general 
bacteriological  or  cleanliness  standard  of  whelks  and  cockles  sold  from  barrows 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Harbour  during  the  holiday  season. 

No  absolute  standards  are  officially  prescribed  for  these  foods  and  results 
fluctuated  widely  between  a memorable  count  of  less  than  100  organisms 
per  gram  to  astronomical  totals  which  were  given  as  “ uncountable  ” — and 
this  conceivably  means  a count  exceeding  several  million  organisms  per  gram. 

Stallholders  are  now  accustomed  to  the  routine  and  the  constant  sampling 
has  unquestionably  made  them  much  more  conscious  of  their  responsibilities 
as  food  handlers  and  salesmen  ; this  is  reflected  in  the  increased  care  taken 
in  preparation,  picking  out  of  whelks,  and  general  handling  of  the  products 
and  also  the  use  of  sterilants  in  the  actual  rinsing  of  the  shellfish. 

There  is  some  distinct  resistance  to  the  use  of  hypochlorites  as  stall- 
holders are  not  entirely  convinced  that  the  chlorine  (which  is  of  course  the 
active  constituent  of  such  a sterilant)  does  not  taint  the  fish  ; providing  the 
solution  is  used  at  the  proper  strength  these  fears  are  quite  groundless  and 
the  use  of  such  a solution  is  actually  claimed  to  prolong  the  life  of  the  food 
by  inhibiting  growth  of  putrefactive  and  slime  organisms. 

79  samples  were  taken  during  1962  and  all  the  work  involved  had  to 
be  concentrated  into  an  1 1 week  period  when  the  stalls  were  operating  ; 
in  such  circumstances  it  is  difficult  to  assess  the  full  effeoX  except  on  a long 
term  basis  but  I feel  that  in  each  succeeding  year  some  progress  is  made, 
with  perhaps  a sustained  realization  among  the  people  concerned  that  they 
too  must  keep  up  the  efforts  which  the  activities  of  the  department  have 
induced. 

4.  Ice-Cream. 

Only  one  ice-cream  factory  is  now  registered  in  the  Borough  and  this 
is  used  on  a small  scale  by  a producer /retailer  who  sells  his  product  through 
the  medium  of  several  mobile  vehicles  operating  in  and  around  Folkestone. 

This  factory  continued  to  be  kept  under  close  supervision  by  way  of 
regular  inspection,  supplemented  by  sampling  of  the  mixes  and  finished 
product  from  time  to  time  to  ensure  that  a satisfactory  standard  of  purity 
was  maintained.  With  one  exception,  when  a single  sample  was  recorded  as 
falling  into  Grade  2,  all  samples  taken  from  the  factory  were  classified  as 
Grade  1. 
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In  all  79  samples  were  taken  from  various  premises,  these  including  not 
only  mobile  vehicles,  kiosks,  and  shops,  but  also  hotels  and  restaurants  ; 
nearly  all  the  samples  were  of  loose  ice-cream,  this  being  a deliberate  policy 
which  served  to  check  the  care  observed  in  maintaining  sterility  of  servers 
and  general  precautions  against  contamination  of  the  bulk  product,  rather 
than  extensive  routine  sampling  of  pre-packed  ice-cream  which  is  almost 
invariably  categorized  as  Grade  1 . 

Over  91%  of  the  samples  taken  were  classified  as  satisfactory,  81%  being 
in  Grade  1 ; several  Grade  3 or  Grade  4 results  were  recorded  however  and 
investigation  in  all  such  cases  was  pursued  until  Grade  1 results  were  achieved 
and  maintained  over  a period  of  check  sampling.  Check  sampling  was  also 
carried  out  in  the  case  of  Grade  2 samples  for  a similar  purpose. 

13  samples  were  taken  for  purposes  of  chemical  analysis  and  the  results 
were  all  satisfactory. 

Five  new  premises  were  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  ; 
the  additions  were  counter-balanced  by  five  removals  from  the  register,  and 
the  total  number  of  registered  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year  thus  remained 
at  241. 

The  accent  in  the  trade  now  appears  to  be  on  the  development  of 
soft  ice-cream  sales  but  this  does  not  seem  to  have  had  any  great  impact 
in  Folkestone  up  to  the  present  time,  though  tentative  enquiries  were  made 
regarding  installation  of  machines  in  a few  premises  ; none  have  actually 
been  introduced  to  date  and  no  soft  ice-cream  was  in  fact  made  in  the  Borough 
except  on  one  or  two  vehicles  coming  in  fromi  outside  areas.  These  vehicles 
are  quite  simply  mobile  ice-cream  factories  and  three  different  types  of  mix 
can  be  used,  viz.  a pasteurised  dry  mix  powder  to  which  water  is  added  for 
re-constitution  prior  to  freezing,  a pasteurised  mix  which  must  be  kept  on 
the  vehicle  at  40°F.  until  put  into  the  freezer,  and  a sterilised  mix  which 
does  not  require  similar  temperature  control  during  storage  prior  to  con- 
version to  ice-cream. 

It  is  clear  that  all  mixes  are  subject  to  manipulation  by  the  driver/ 
salesman  when  freezers  are  re-charged  and  it  is  this  feature  which  causes 
some  concern  unless  the  miost  stringent  precautions  are  observed. 

One  large  company  is  reported  to  have  perfected  a technique  whereby 
the  finished  soft  ice-cream  can  be  stored  on  a vehicle  in  a bulk  container 
which  can  be  loaded  and  connected  to  the  serving  equipment  before  a 
vehicle  leaves  the  factory  or  operating  base  ; this  is  a progressive  step  as 
risk  of  intermediate  contamination  is  clearly  minimised  and  all  sterilisation 
of  equipment  can  be  controlled  at  the  vehicle  depot. 

SUMMARY  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN. 

(i)  Compositional  Quality  {Chemical  Analysis) 


Description 

Fat 

Content 

Milk  Solids 
other  than 
Fat 

Artificial 

Sweetener 

Less 

than 

5.0% 

5.0% 

to 

7.5% 

7.5% 

to 

10.0% 

Over 

10% 

Less 

than 

7.5% 

Over 

7.5% 

Present 

Absent 

Ice-cream 

NIL 

NIL 

8 

1 

NIL 

9 

— 

9 

“ Dairy  ” 
Ice-cream  ... 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

4 

NIL 

4 

— 

4 

TOTAL 

NIL 

NIL 

8 

5 

NIL 

13 

13 
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(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 


Minimum  Basic  Standard  for  “ Ice-Cream  ” is 
5%  fat  and  7J%  nmilk  solids  other  than  fat. 
Minimum  Basic  Standard  for 


“ Dairy  Ice-Cream  ” 
“ Dairy  Cream-Ice  ” 
“ Cream  Ice  ” 


Alternative  but  com- 
parable standards  are 
prescribed  for  mix- 
tures containing  fruit, 
fruit  pulp  or  fruit 
puree. 


is  5%  milk  fat  and 
7^%  milk  solids 
other  than  fat. 

Minimum  Basic  Standard  for  “ Milk  Ice  ” is  2k%  Tnilk  fat  and  7%  milk 
solids  other  than  fat. 

Minimum  Basic  Standard  for  “ Parev  ” (Kosher)  is  10%  fat  and  no 
milk  fat  or  other  derivative  of  milk. 

No  artificial  sweetener  is  permitted  in  ice-cream  of  any  description. 


(ii)  Bacteriological  Standard  [Methylene  Blue  test) 


Assessment 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

Samples  from  factories 

9 

1 

— 

— 

Samples  from  sales  and  serving 
points  ... 

55 

7 

3 

4 

TOTAL  samples 

64 

8 

3 

4 

Percentage  summary  . . . 

81.01 

10.13 

3.80 

5.06 

Nil 


1 
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Statistical  details  relating  to  Food  Premises  (including  ice-cream  premises). 

(i)  New  premises  registered  during  1962  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice-cream 

(ii)  Deletions  from  the  register  of  ice-cream  factories  during 

1962  

(Hi)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice-cream  at  December,  1962 

(iv)  New  premises  registered  during  1962  for  the  sale  and 
storage  of  ice-cream  ... 

(z;)  Deletions  from  the  register  of  premises  used  for  the 
sale  of  ice-cream 

(vi)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 

(vii)  New  premises  registered  during  1962  for  the  preparation 
or  manufacture  of  preserved  food,  etc.  ...  T. . 

(viii)  Deletions  from  the  register  of  premises  used  for  the  pre- 
paration or  manufacture  of  preserved  food,  etc.,  during 
1962  

(ix)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  preparation 
or  manufacture  of  preserved  food,  etc.,  at  December,  1962 

(a-)  Total  number  of  premises  (including  those  not  subject  to 
statutory  registration)  officially  recorded  as  being  used  for 
the  preparation,  storage  and/or  sale  of  food 

Licensed  Premises. 


5 

241 


83 


726 


Number  of  premises  recorded  ...  ...  119 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection  during  year  97 

Routine  inspections  of  licensed  premises  continued  as  other  duties  per- 
mitted and  generally  speaking  the  relevant  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  found  to 
be  satisfactorily  complied  with. 
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At  some  premises,  where  snacks  and  possibly  a few  lunches  are  served, 
it  was  found  that  food  was  being  prepared  in  domestic  kitchens  where  the 
sink  used  for  washing  food  and  food  utensils,  crockery,  etc.,  also  serves  for 
domestic  and  personal  use  including  household  washing.  It  is  appreciated 
that  this  may  be  normal  practice  in  manv  ordinary^  households  but  where 
food  is  being  prepared  and  sold  to  members  of  the  public  as  part  of  a busi- 
ness a definite  catering  activity  is  involved  and  there  should  be  complete 
separation  of  food  preparation  from  the  other  usages  referred  to. 

This  is  a difficult  problem  when  only  a few  meals  are  served,  perhaps 
not  every  day,  but  the  matter  is  being  kept  in  mind  and  where  possible 
separation  is  advocated. 

The  duty  of  inspecting  premises  in  respect  of  which  club  registration 
is  sought  under  the  provisions  of  the  Licensing  Act,  1961  has  been  allocated 
to  me  and  initial  inspections  of  32  premises  were  carried  out  during  the 
year.  The  local  authority  has  power  to  object  to  registration  (effected  through 
the  Magistrate’s  Court)  on  a number  of  grounds,  principal  among  which 
is  that  premises  are  not  suitable  and  convenient  for  the  proposed  purpose 
in  view  of  their  character,  condition,  or  size. 

No  specific  requirements  are  prescribed  regarding  these  matters  but  the 
wide  discretion  implicit  in  the  general  nature  of  the  wording  of  the  new 
Act  can  obviously  be  related  to  satisfactory  compliance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  and  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  Regulations,  which  are 
directly  applicable  to  such  premises,  and  this  is  the  yardstick  adopted  when 
inspections  are  made. 

No  formal  objections  to  any  registration  were  lodged  though  only  12 
premises  were  in  fact  considered  to  be  entirely  satisfactory  in  all  respects  on 
original  inspection.  In  the  remaining  cases  works  requested  were  put  in 
hand  without  delay  ; in  the  majority  of  premises  the  works  were  carried 
out  before  the  respective  applications  came  before  the  Magistrates  and  in 
the  remainder  work  was  subsequently  completed  satisfactorily,  very  sub- 
stantial reconstruction  and  improvements  being  effected  in  several  instances 
as  a result  of  the  action  taken. 

One  cannot  help  compare  the  expeditious  manner  in  which  works  are 
carried  out  when  questions  of  registration  are  at  issue  with  the  delay  and 
procrastination  which  occurs  in  premises  not  subject  to  the  same  pressure. 

7.  Purity  of  Food  and  Drugs. 

The  food  inspection  service  provided  for  protection  of  the  public  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  most  detailed  of  those  controlled  by  the  local  authority 
and  it  is  also  one  of  the  most  complex. 

It  embraces  not  only  the  fitness  of  food  for  human  consumption  in  terms 
of  freedom  from  disease  or  unwholesomeness  but  also  the  nature,  substance, 
and  quality  of  all  food  products,  the  control  of  preservatives,  colouring  matters 
or  other  additives  and  also  the  labelling  of  food. 

In  order  to  carry  out  these  duties  efficiently  Inspectors  must  be  familiar 
with  a veritable  spate  of  food  standards,  statutory  orders  and  regulations, 
and  various  codes  of  practice  relating  to  compositional  quality,  and  each 
year  brings  new  additions  or  amendments  to  the  list.  During  the  year  under 
review  for  example.  Orders  relating  to  table  jellies,  emulsifiers  and  stabilizers 
in  food,  lead  content  limits,  and  labelling  of  wines  were  issued  ; in  addition 
new  and  comprehensive  Preserv^atives  in  Food  Regulations  were  received 
which  re-enacted  with  amendments  previous  regulations,  further  extending 
the  list  of  preservatives  formerly  prescribed  and  also  the  foods  which  may 
contain  such  additives.  The  very  close  interest  maintained  in  food  standards 
was  also  evidenced  by  special  reports  on  canned  meat,  standards  for  hard, 
soft  and  cream  cheeses,  mineral  oil  in  food,  and  lead  and  arsenic  limits 
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recommended  for  yeast  and  yeast  products  ; knowledge  of  the  contents  of 
these  reports  is  obviously  pertinent  to  questions  of  food  control  when  the 
products  involved  are  under  consideration. 

Selective  sampling  in  connection  with  the  responsibilities  implied  in 
the  above  comments  continued  throughout  the  year,  the  usual  method  being 
by  way  of  informal  unobtrusive  random  test  purchases,  when  the  retailer 
is  probably  unaware  that  a sample  has  been  obtained  for  analysis,  followed 
by  formal  sampling  if  any  irregularities  are  detected  which  indicate  the  need 
for  a more  formal  approach  ; exceptions  to  this  are  made  in  the  case  of 
foods  such  as  milk,  sausages,  butter,  ice-cream,  alcoholic  spirits  in  licensed 
premises,  and  other  products  where  informal  preliminary  sampling  would 
be  inappropriate  as  adulteration  invariably  calls  for  positive  formal  action. 

Much  quiet  work  was  also  carried  out  in  the  scrutiny  of  labels  during 
routine  check  observations  and  in  the  course  of  visits  to  food  premises  for 
purposes  of  inspection  under  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  etc.,  and  all  this 
fits  properly  into  the  overall  pattern  of  supervision  of  the  compositional 
quality  of  food. 

Concern,  which  I personally  share,  continues  to  arise  in  the  minds  of 
many  food  Inspectors  regarding  the  possible  effects — immediate  or  long  term 
— of  the  still  increasing  use  of  insecticides  and  herbicides  in  food  production. 
One  does  not  need  to  be  an  alarmist  in  these  matters  to  seriously  reflect  on 
the  risk  of  adverse  effects  in  view  of  the  quite  positive  mammalian  toxicity 
of  many  of  the  products  used.  It  is  a sobering  thought  that  the  list  of 
chemical  compounds  now  used  in  agriculture  and  food  storage  in  this 
country  which  are  the  subject  of  official  precautionary  recommendations 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for  the  stated 
purpose  of  ensuring  user  and  consumer  safety  grows  each  year,  and  the 
total  number  of  such  substances  which  merit  inclusion  in  the  relevant  official 
dossier  has  now  reached  formidable  proportions. 

In  reflecting  on  the  use  of  pesticides  in  horticulture  one  again  becomes 
acutely  mindful  of  the  phenomenon  of  resistance  of  some  insects  to  such 
formulations,  and  the  consequent  possibility  of  growers  being  tempted  to 
lavishly  overdose  in  a misguided  effort  to  overcome  this  problem  with  a 
consequent  risk  of  excess  traces  of  the  hazardous  chemicals  remaining  in 
the  products. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  a recent  publication  of  the  American 
National  Canners’  Association  referring  to  a protective  screening  programme 
for  canned  foods  the  following  advice  is  given  : 

“ canners  processing  crops  that  have  been  treated,  or  produced  on  land 
that  has  been  treated,  with  any  pesticide,  insecticide,  Fungicide,  rodenti- 
cide,  herbicide,  fumigant,  defoliant,  rematocides,  desiccants,  or  chemical 
plant  growth  regulators  should  ensure  that  all  such  substances  have 
been  proved  acceptable  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  ”. 

It  is  not  inferred  that  substances  used  for  similar  treatments  in  this 
country  have  not  been  approved  by  the  Ministry— indeed  that  is  the  purpose 
of  the  advisory  service  referred  to  above — but  the  quotation  serves  to  illus- 
trate the  wide  scope  and  variety  of  formulations  which  are  now  universally 
employed,  and  the  importance  therefore  of  the  precautions  recommended 
being  meticulously  observed. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  in  1962  regarding  unsound  food  or 
the  presence  of  foreign  articles  therein  was  virtually  negligible,  only  six 
minor  incidents  of  this  nature  being  reported.  In  four  cases  purchasers 
complained  of  unacceptable  and  suspect  taints  or  “ off  ” flavours  affecting  the 
taste  and/or  appearance  of  the  foodstuffs  in  question  ; one  case  related  to 
potatoes  which  it  was  suggested  were  blighted  in  one  incident  a packet  of 
sherbert  powder  was  alleged  to  have  been  infested  with  ants  when  purchased. 
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The  complaints  were  all  exhaustively  investigated  but  no  evidence 
emerged  of  any  serious  or  culpable  negligence  by  the  vendors  concerned 
and  no  formal  action  was  justified  in  any  of  the  cases  referred  to. 

The  summary  and  tables  which  follow  detail  the  nature  of  foodstuffs 
and  drugs  covered  by  the  sampling  programme,  and  the  action  taken  in 
respect  of  samples  upon  which  adverse  reports  were  received  from  the  Public 
Analyst. 

I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and  advice  afforded 
by  the  Borough  Analyst,  Mr.  J.  H.  E.  Marshall,  m.a.(gantab.),  f.r.i.g.,  in  all 
technical  matters  relating  to  the  composition  and  labelling  of  the  samples 
submitted  for  analysis  ; the  technique  of  food  production  is  increasingly 
dominated  by  analytical  considerations  and  the  intricacies  of  food  chemistry 
and  without  the  active  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  Public  Analyst 
it  would  be  very  difficult  indeed  to  discharge  the  duties  imposed  on  the 
Department  for  supervision  of  food  supplies  with  any  satisfactory  degree 
of  efficiency. 


Summary  of  Samples  Submitted  for  Analysis. 


Almonds,  ground 

Formal 

1 

Informal 

Apple  sauce 

. • • 

— 

1 

Blackberries-in-syrup 

• • • 

— 

1 

Bread  (mixture  for  home  baking) 

• . . 

— 

1 

Breakfast  spread 

• • • 

— 

1 

Butter 

• • • 

3 

— 

Cakes — Butter  cream  doughnuts 

• • • 

— 

1 

— Dairv^  cream  doughnuts 

. . . 

— 

1 

— Rock  bun  mixture 

• • • 

— 

1 

Calf’s  foot  jelly 

. • • 

— 

1 

Cheese  ... 

• » • 

— 

3 

Coffee — instant 

• • • 

— 

3 

Chilli  sauce 

— 

1 

Cranberry  sauce 

. . » 

— 

1 

Cream,  clotted  (canned) 

. . . 

— 

1 

Cubits  relish 

• • • 

— 

1 

Drinks — soft  fruit  drinks  and  squashes  (various) 

— 

4 

— Blackcurrant  health  drink  (Vit. 

C.) 

— 

2 

— Chocolate  flavoured  drink  . . . 

— 

2 

— Soda  water 

• • • 

— 

1 

Drugs,  etc. — Ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine 

with  cinnamon 

1 

— Cod  liver  oil  and  malt 

• . • 

— 

1 

— Cough  mixture  ... 

. . . 

— 

1 

— Epsom  sales 

. . . 

— 

1 

— Milk  of  Magnesia  taldets 

. . • 

— 

1 

— Saccharin  tablets 

• • • 

— 

1 

— Sal  Volatile,  spirit  of  ... 

. . . 

— 

1 

— Vitamin  C tablets 

— 

1 

—Zinc  and  castor  oil 

• . . 

— 

1 

Fish  cakes 

• • 

1 

— 

Flour — self-raising 

* . . 

— 

1 

F ruit  chutney  ... 

. . . 

— 

1 

Golden  raising  powder 

. . . 

— 

1 

Herrings  (canned) 

. . . 

— 

1 

Honey 

. . . 

— 

3 

Ice  cream 

• • • 

9 

— 
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Dairy  ice  cream 

Jelly — table  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— vegetarian,  table  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Lard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Lemon  juice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Margarine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

' — with  10%  butter  ...  ...  1 — 

Marzipan  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Meats  (canned,  various)  ...  ...  ...  — 5 

Meat  paste  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 2 

Meat  Products — Beef  sausages  ...  ...  2 — 

— Beef  sausage  meat  ...  1 — 

— Beef  suet  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Dripping  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Pies  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Pork  sausages  ...  ...  2 — 

— Pork  sausage  meat  ...  ...  1 — 

Milk — Channel  Island  ...  ...  ...  13  — 

— other  than  Channel  Island  ...  ...  34  — 

— evaporated  (canned)  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— examined  in  Department  Laboratory  — 109 

— creamed  sago  pudding  ...  ...  — 1 

— shake  powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Peas — processed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Pepper — sauce  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— white  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Preserves — Angelica  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— crystallised  ginger  ...  ...  — 1 

— glace  cherries  ...  ...  ...  — 2 

— low  sugar  jam  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Marmalade  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Mincemeat  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Peel,  cut  mixed  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Strawberry  jam  ...  ...  ...  — 2 

Rice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— pudding  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 2 

— Spanish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Salad  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Salmon  with  butter  (potted)  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Sauerkraut  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Shrimps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Stuffing — sage  and  onion  with  beef  suet  ...  — 1 

Spirits — Brandy  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 — 

— Gin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 — 

— Rum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 — 

— Whisky  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 — 

Sugar  confectionery — Chocolate  snowballs  ...  — 1 

—Toffee — 1 

Tapioca  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Tea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Truffles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Vegetable  fruit  cocktail  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Worcester  sauce  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 


86  199 
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Table  Showing  Summary  of  Samples  on  which  Adverse  Reports  were  Made. 
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KNACKER’S  YARD. 


The  knackers  yard  in  Cheriton  condnued  to  be  used  throughout  the  year 
and  routine  visits  were  made  to  maintain  effective  control  of  the  premises. 

It  must  be  unusual  for  such  a business  to  be  owned  and  actively  managed 
by  two  ladies,  one  in  fact  being  fully  licensed  for  slaughtering  ; this 
is  certainly  no  handicap  to  the  efficient  operation  of  the  knacker’s  yard  under 
reference  however,  the  premises  being  maintained  at  the  same  high  stan- 
dard of  cleanliness  which  I have  been  able  to  report  in  previous  years,  and 
every  care  appears  to  be  taken  to  observe  the  requirements  of  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  Act,  1958,  and  the  other  statutory  provisions  which  are  applic- 
able to  knacker’s  yards. 

All  animals  received  are  slaughtered  immediately  on  arrival  and  lairage 
problems  do  not  therefore  arise  ; the  total  number  of  animals  dealt  with 
showed  a substantial  overall  increase  compared  with  the  previous  year,  the 
most  significant  feature  being  the  number  of  dead  sheep  brought  to  the  yard 
for  disposal.  Details  are  given  in  the  following  tables. 


Description 

Horses 

Donkeys 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Totals 

Animals  slaughtered  at  knacker’s  yard 

14 

— 

188 

— 

202 

Animals  slaughtered  at  owners  pre- 
mises and  brought  to  knacker’s 
yard  for  disposal 

107 

— 

67 

— 

174 

Other  dead  animals  brought  to  the 
knacker’s  yard  for  disposal 

4 

1 

107 

128 

240 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

(i)  General. 

On  25th  June,  1962  an  unheralded  but  extremely  important  public  health 
milestone  was  reached  when  S.I.  1962/1182  came  into  effect  and  the  last 
three  districts  in  England  and  Wales  thereby  became  “ specified  areas  ” for 
the  purposes  of  milk  and  dairies  legislation  ; the  significance  of  this  par- 
ticular Order  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  marked  the  completion  of  the  programme 
for  eliminating  the  retail  sale  of  undesignated  milk  throughout  the  country 
— the  first  Order,  relating  to  Greater  London,  was  m_ade  in  1951  and  Folke- 
stone became  a specified  area  in  December,  1955. 

No  milk  other  than  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised,  T.T.  (Pasteurised) 
or  Sterilized  may  now  be  distributed  anywhere  and  this  is  a great  achieve- 
ment which  has  been  accomplished  in  an  efficient  and  workmanlike  manner 
in  the  space  of  some  11  years  and  for  which  unstinted  credit  must  go  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for  the  contribution  thus 
made  to  ensuring  a clean  and  nearly  safe  milk  supply  ; the  reservation 
implied  by  the  word  “ nearly  ” refers  to  the  last  main  loophole — that  of 
brucella  infection — which  is  still  a raw  milk  hazard,  and  measures  to  close 
this  loophole  must  surely  be  the  next  objective. 

It  is  always  useful  to  note  new  techniques  in  milk  processing,  especially 
if  they  have  public  health  significance,  and  two  further  developments  related 
to  heat  treatment  appear  to  be  now  commercially  practicable. 

One  continental  process  involves  the  milk  being  subjected  to  double 
centrifuges  after  being  filtered,  pasteurised  and  homogenized  and  this  com- 
bination is  said  to  extend  the  storage  life  of  the  milk  even  at  ordinary 
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temperatures.  Such  prolongation  of  keeping  quality  has  obvious  commercial 
possibilities,  including  that  of  less  frequent  deliveries,  but  from  a public 
health  aspect  it  could  also  have  very  distinct  advantages  in  connection  with 
the  operation  of  milk  vending  machines,  which  are  reported  to  be  causing 
concern  in  some  areas  due  to  lack  of  keeping  quality  of  the  milk  contents  ; 
always  provided  of  course  that  potential  extended  storage  life  of  the  milk 
does  not  induce  any  complacency  or  a false  sense  of  security  among  owners 
of  these  machines,  leading  to  carelessness  in  ensuring  regular  daily  re-stocking 
and  servicing. 

Another  process  known  as  “ Uperisation  ”,  and  for  vvhich  similar  advan- 
tages are  claimed,  is  not  entirely  new  but  until  recently  had  not  been 
developed  commercially  ; the  process  consists  basically  of  ultra  high  tempera- 
ture pasteurisation  for  2.4  seconds,  the  milk  being  held  under  high  pressure 
and  heated  by  turbulent  steam  injection  to  around  300°F.  after  preliminary 
two  stage  pre-heating  to  approximately  170°F.  The  steam  injected  is  sub- 
sequently evaporated  during  the  process  of  cooling  in  an  expansion  vessel. 
This  of  course  is  an  over  simplification  of  the  process  but  such  develop- 
ments are  perhaps  pointers  of  things  to  come  and  are  therefore  matters  of 
topical  interest. 

(ii)  Local. 

Two  dairies  continue  to  operate  in  the  Borough,  milk  being  subjected 
to  H.T.S.T.  pasteurisation  in  both  cases.  The  gallonage  dealt  with  at  these 
dairies  increases  appreciably  each  year  and  the  combined  daily  throughput 
from  both  premises  is  now  in  the  region  of  13,000  gallons  during  the  summer 
period,  falling  to  around  1 1,500  gallons  at  other  times. 

Local  control  of  milk  supplies  continued  to  be  exercised  by  routine 
check  visits  to  the  dairies  referred  to  and  by  inspections  of  retail  shops, 
delivery  vehicles,  etc.,  as  deemed  necessary,  and  in  conjunction  with  these  visits 
random  samples  of  milk  were  taken  throughout  the  year  at  irregular  inter- 
vals ; in  addition  composite  batch  samples  of  cleansed  bottles,  taken  prior 
to  filling,  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  from  time  to  time 
from  the  dairy  bottle  washing  plants  to  check  the  degree  of  cleanliness 
achieved  and  thus  the  efficiency  of  the  plant  concerned.  176  bottles  were 
tested  for  this  purpose  and  the  results  were  generally  satisfactory,  the  average 
bacterial  count  per  bottle  being  around  300. 

The  control  imposed  by  the  above  activities  has  four  quite  distinct 
purposes.  Firstly,  samples  are  taken  for  chemical  analysis  to  ensure  that  the 
milk  is  not  adulterated  by  unlawful  addition  or  abstraction  and  is  thus  of 
maximum  food  value  ; secondly,  to  check  that  the  keeping  quality  is  satis- 
factory, this  being  an  index  of  bacteriological  cleanliness  ; thirdly,  to  see 
that  the  milk  is  not  infected  with  any  pathogenic  organisms  and  is  thus 
biologically  safe  ; and  fourthly,  in  tlie  case  of  sterilized  and  pasteurised 
milk  to  confirm  that  the  heat  treatment  applied  has  been  adequate. 

All  formal  samples  for  chemical  analysis  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst,  as  were  samples  taken  for  biochemical  testing,  and  samples  for 
biological  examination  in  which  guinea  pig  inoculation  tests  are  involved 
were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Preston  Hall,  near  Maidstone. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  for  the  third  successive  year  all  the  bio- 
chemical samples  taken  satisfied  the  prescribed  methylene  blue  and/or 
phosphatase  tests  as  appropriate. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  for  biological  examination  (54)  does  not 
represent  full  coverage  of  all  the  farms  (over  150)  who  supplied  milk  to 
the  two  Folkestone  dairies  during  1962  ; complete  coverage  was  maintained 
however  by  liaison  with  the  K.C.C.  Health  Department  who  take  farm 


samples  from  the  producers  not  included  in  the  Borough  sampling  pro- 
gram.me.  It  will  be  noted  that  brucella  organisms  were  reported  in  one  of 
the  samples  taken. 

Statistical  details  relating  to  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  etc.,  are 
given  in  the  several  tabulated  summaries  which  follow. 

(a)  Registrations  under  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959. 

(i)  Distributors  having  dairy  premises  in  the  Borough  ...  8 

(ii)  Distributors  having  shop  premises  where  only  bottled  milk 

or  cream  is  sold  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

New  distributors  registered  during  the  year  ...  ...  10 

Removals  from  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


(b)  Licences  under  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960,  valid  for 
quinquennial  period  ending  31st  December,  1965. 


Type  of  Licence 

In 

operation 

1.1.62 

Changes  during  year 

In  opera- 
tion at 

31.12.62 

Additions 

Deletions 

(z)  Dealers  (T.T.) 

2 





2 

{ii)  „ (Pasteurisers) 

2 

— 

— 

2 

{Hi)  ,,  (Pre-packed) 

Tuberculin  tested 

28 

12 

3 

37 

Pasteurised 

72 

16 

12 

76 

Sterilized 

15 

1 

1 

15 

(c)  Samples  taken  for  Chemical  Analysis  (Compositional  Quality). 


Type  of  Milk 

No.  of  Samples 

AVERAGE 

Total  Solids 

Fat  Content 

Solids-not-Fat 

Channel  Island 

13 

4.34% 

8.93% 

\3.27% 

Other  than  Ch.  Is. 

34 

3.69% 

8.68% 

12.37% 

NOTE.  Channel  Island  Milk  must  contain  at  least  4.0%  fat.  Other  milk,  irrespective 
of  designation,  should  contain  at  least  3.0%  fat,  and  all  milk  8.5%  solids-not-fat. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  109  samples  of  milk  were  taken  on  arrival 
of  farm  supplies  at  dairies,  for  examination  in  the  office  laboratory.  This  is 
a very  valuable  additional  screening  check  by  which  any  suspect  or  poor 
quality  milk  can  be  quickly  detected  and  followed  up  ^directly  with  the 
producer. 


(d)  Samples  taken  for  Biochemical  Examination. 

(i)  Milk 


Designation 

Total 
No.  of 
samples 
taken 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Phosphatase  Test 

Turbidity  Test 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Pasteurised 

114 

51 

- 

63 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

65 

34 

_ 

31 

— 

- - 

T.T.  Raw 

6 

6 



_ 

■ 

— 1 

-- 

Sterilized 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

Totals 

194 

91 

— 

94 

— 

9 

— 

53 


(ii)  Cream 

27  samples  of  cream  were  taken  for  methylene  blue  examination  duriiii^ 
the  year,  this  test  being  designed  as  an  assessment  of  the  degree  of  bacterial 
contamination  present  and  thus  an  indication  of  the  potential  keeping  quality 
of  the  product  ; results  were  classified  as  follows  : 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  17  (63%) 

Fairly  satisfactory  only  ...  ...  3 (11%) 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  7 (26%) 

These  results  showed  very  little  improvement  over  those  obtained  during 
the  previous  three  years,  when  limited  routine  sampling  of  cream  was  intro- 
duced, and  the  fact  that  more  than  a quarter  of  the  samples  taken  continue 
to  be  classified  as  definitely  unsatisfactory  remains  very  disquieting  indeed. 

It  is  now  more  than  six  years  since  a working  party  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  investigated  the  possibility  of  devising  a suitable  test  of 
keeping  quality  for  cream  and  issued  a report  on  their  findings.  They  con- 
cluded that  a methylene  blue  reduction  test  as  used  for  ice-cream  provided 
a suitable  method  of  assessment  ; they  further  observed  that  in  view  of  the 
increasing  consumption  of  cream  and  the  widespread  publicity  used  to 
promote  its  sale,  and  bearing  in  mind  the  generally  poor  bacterial  quality 
of  cream  samples  examined  by  them,  the  time  seemed  opportune  for  the 
introduction  of  such  a test  on  an  official  basis. 

The  same  observations  are  surely  even  more  pertinent  today. 


(e)  Samples  for  Biological  Tests  (T.B.  Inoculation  Test  and  Brucella  Abortus 
Test). 


MILK 

No.  of  Samples 
sent  for 
examination 

RESULTS 

Positive 

Negative 

T.T.  Raw 

54 

1 

53 

Undesignated  . . . 

— 

— 

SHOPS  ACT  , 1950. 

Inspections  of  shop  premises  were  pursued  on  a limited  scale  only, 
partly  through  pressure  of  other  duties  but  also  in  view  of  the  impending 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  now  before  Parliament  and  which 
it  is  anticipated  will  come  into  operation  in  the  near  future  ; as  at  present 
drafted  the  Act  extends  the  requirements  of  existing  legislation  to  include 
more  specific  control  of  over-crowding,  cloakroom  accommodation,  cleanli- 
ness, drinking  water  siq^plies,  first  aid  facilities,  etc.,  and  introduces  additional 
provisions  relating  to  fire,  safety,  and  accident  prevention. 

Implementation  of  this  Act  will  necessitate  a completely  fresh  and  com- 
prehensive inspection  of  every  shop  in  the  Borough  and  routine  visits  have 
therefore  not  been  unduly  pressed  pending  the  action  envisaged. 

Current  details  relating  to  shop  premises  are  given  below. 

Number  of  shops  officially  recorded  ...  900 

Number  of  inspections  made  during  year  154 
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Exemption  Certificates. 


In 

Changes  during  1962 

Valid  at 

operation 

1.1.62 

Issued 

Cancelled 

31.12.62 

Toilet 

accommodation 

23 

1 

■ — ■ 

24 

Washing  facilities 

11 

1 

— - 

12 

HOUSING. 

(a)  Slum  Clearance. 

1962  must  be  reported  as  somewhat  disappointing  with  regard  to  slum 
clearance,  as  for  the  second  successive  year  no  real  progress  was  made  in 
dealing  with  the  unfit  dwellings  included  in  the  second  five  year  programme 
approved  by  the  Council  in  1961  following  completion  on  schedule  of  the 
previous  programme. 

This  was  due  entirely  to  the  limited  allocation  of  new  houses  which 
the  Council  was  able  to  erect  being  insufficient  to  even  clear  the  accumu- 
lated arrears  of  houses  already  condemned,  plus  other  priority  cases  on  the 
waiting  list.  30  families  comprising  77  persons  were  in  fact  re-housed  from 
unfit  dwellings  during  the  year,  but  it  would  have  been  of  little  use  adding 
to  the  existing  bottleneck  by  recommending  the  making  of  further  Clear- 
ance Orders  and  with  one  exception  the  current  programme  was  therefore 
still  held  in  abeyance. 

The  exception  was  in  the  case  of  the  James  Morris  Dwellings,  Sandgate, 
where  conditions  deteriorated  to  such  an  extent  that  a report  had  to  be 
made  on  the  serious  unfitness  of  the  25  housing  units  concerned  ; as  a 
result  the  Council  declared  the  area  to  be  a Clearance  Area  on  the  7th 
November,  1962,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1957,  and  decided  to  proceed  thereafter  by  way  of  a Compulsory  Purchase 
Order.  The  necessary  administrative  action  for  implementing  this  resolution 
was  still  proceeding  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  official  Order  was  ulti- 
mately submitted  for  confirmation  in  1963. 

It  is  hoped  to  proceed  with  other  properties  currently  scheduled  for 
area  slum  clearance  action  as  soon  as  possible. 

Despite  the  limitation  referred  to  above,  official  reports  were  made  in 
respect  of  11  individual  dwellings,  all  involving  basements- where  action  was 
deemed  imperative  in  the  health  interests  of  the  occupants  and  in  order  to 
obviate  re-letting  in  the  evnt  of  vacation  ; as  a result  Closing  Orders  were 
made  in  five  cases  and  action  was  progressing  towards  the  same  objective  in 
respect  of  the  remaining  six  dwellings  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Two  houses  were  the  subject  of  similar  reports  regarding  unfitness  and 
undertakings  were  ultimately  accepted  for  the  carrying  out  of  comprehensive 
works  to  render  the  dwellings  fit  for  human  habitation. 

In  addition.  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  two  properties 
where  action  had  been  commenced  during  the  previous  year,  and  a 
Declaration  of  Unfitness  Order  made  in  1961  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Act  1957  and  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act  1959  relating 
to  two  houses  in  St.  John’s  Street  was  finally  confirmed,  making  a total 
of  42  unfit  dwellings  dealt  with  in  1962.  The  following  is  a tabulated 
summary  showing  the  action  taken  in  the  post  war  period  in  respect  of 
unfit  dwellings  up  to  and  including  the  year  under  review. 
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Post  War  Slum  Clearance  Progress 
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Dwelling  houses  in  Slum  Clearance  ^ 
Areas,  foimally  “ Declared  ” as  such  j 

Dwelling  houses  in  Confirmed  Clear- 
ance or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 

i 

Declaration  of  Unfitness  Order 

Individual  unfit  houses  subject  to 
Demolition  Orders 

Basements  and  Parts  of  Buildings  sub- 
ject to  Closing  Orders  ... 

Undertakings  not  to  relet  dwellings  ... 

Premises  owned  by  Local  Authority  . . . 
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* Awaiting  demolition.  f Subsequently  demolished  under  Slum  Clearance  Scheme. 

**  202  houses  were  included  in  the  first  Slum  Clearance  Programme  ; with  the  exception  of  two,  where  action  was  deferred,  all  were 
dealt  with  by  way  of  official  reports,  etc.,  within  the  prescribed  period  but  some  properties  were  not  demolished  until  after  1960  due 
to  unavoidable  delay  in  re-housing  and  these  have  been  included  in  the  Period  1961-1962. 


(b)  Repair  and  Re-conditioning  of  Dwellings. 

As  long  ago  as  1882  a select  committee  stated  that  “nothing  will  con- 
tribute more  to  the  social,  moral  and  physical  improvement  of  the  nation 
than  the  houses  in  w'hich  the  people  live  ”,  and  the  improvement  in  general 
health  which  has  been  progressively  noted  since  that  date  is  directly  related 
to  the  raising  of  environmental  standards.  The  maintenance  of  the  not  incon- 
siderable stock  of  old  dwellings  in  good  repair  is  still  an  important  activity 
of  the  department  which  requires  constant  effort. 

The  work  is  complementary  to  that  of  slum  clearance  and  equally  impor- 
tant, since  the  family  in  a house  scheduled  for  condemnation  at  least  has 
the  prospect  of  early  removal  to  a modern  dwelling  in  a new  environment 
but  where  a property  is  drifting  into  the  twilight  stage  because  of  neglect 
or  the  disinterestedness  of  owners  the  tenants  are  not  in  the  same  compara- 
tively happy  position,  and  in  such  cases  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act 
are  employed  to  maintain  conditions  at  a reasonable  standard  of  fitness  for 
continued  habitation. 

There  are  in  practice  several  quite  different  standards  of  repairs  applic- 
able in  varying  circumstances,  ranging  from  the  very  humble  requirements 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts  which  merely  demand  that  no  statutory  nuisance 
shall  exist,  to  the  “ good  repairs  ” standard  applicable  to  a house  which 
is  approved  for  a discretionary  improvement  grant — this  in  fact  being  the 
highest  prescribed  standard  ; between  these  two  is  the  statutory  repairs  stan- 
dard of  the  Housing  Acts,  which  is  the  yardstick  employed  when  standard 
grants  are  under  consideration  and  is  also  applied  to  normal  repairs  notices 
following  complaint  or  routine  district  inspections.  Where  a property  is  run 
down,  such  schedules  can  nevertheless  be  quite  formidable  and  therein  often 
lies  the  main  reason  for  the  difficulties  encountered  in  securing  execution 
of  the  works  involved.  With  perseverance  some  progress  is  made  each  year 
in  this  field  and  the  support  of  the  Council  where  it  is  necessary  to  bring 
pressure  to  bear  by  the  issue  of  statutory  notices  is  very  gratifying  ; 17 

schedules  were  issued  as  notices  during  the  year  and  although  this  may 
appear  to  be  a very  small  number  it  is  again  stressed  that  in  nearly  every 
case  the  repairs  involved  were  extensive. 

In  addition  must  be  added  36  schedules  issued  in  connection  with  stan- 
dard and  discretionary^  improvement  grants  ; I would  also  observe  that  the 
issue  of  repairs  notices  is  deliberately  phased  to  some  extent  since  it  is 
found  that  most  builders  appear  to  be  so  heavily  committed  that  they  are 
unable  to  accept  too  many  extra  repairs  schedules  without  very  considerable 
delay  in  executing  the  works.  This  indeed  is  one  reason  why  some  notices 
are  outstanding  for  several  months  after  instructions  hav.e  been  given  by 
owners. 

It  is  perhaps  appropriate  in  this  part  of  my  report  to  refer  to  the  ques- 
tion of  houses  let-in-multiple  occupation.  The  problem  in  this  Borough  is 
not  comparable  with  the  appalling  conditions  being  reported  in  cities  and 
many  of  the  large  industrial  towns  and  without  a comprehensive  district 
survey  the  precise  extent  of  the  type  of  letting  mentioned  cannot  be  accu- 
rately determined  ; nevertheless  it  seem.s  that  there  could  well  be  something 
of  a hidden  problem  in  Folkestone,  as  cases  are  quite  frequently  being 
discovered  where  several  families  or  individuals  are  living  in  large  houses, 
sometimes  without  adequate  amenities  as  now  required  under  the  Housing 
Act,  1961. 

Where  cases  which  contravened  the  relevant  statutory  requirements 
were  found,  appropriate  action  was  taken  ; the  amenities  prescribed  for 
houses  let-in-multiple  occupation  include,  inter  alia,  the  provision  of  personal 
washing  facilities  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  is  the  only  type  of 
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premises  in  which  such  an  amenity  can  be  specifically  required  by  statutory 
notice  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

(c)  Improvement  Grants. 

Space,  light,  and  air,  added  to  buildings  in  sound  structural  condition, 
are  the  basic  ingredients  of  healthy  dwellings  ; such  ingredients,  garnished 
by  the  addition  of  hot  and  cold  water  supplies,  bathrooms,  internal  toilets, 
and  food  stores  result  in  accommodation  satisfying  modern  standards  of 
comfort  and  amenity. 

This  sums  up  the  broad  objective  of  the  improvement  grant  scheme 
which  is  now  so  well  known  that  repetition  of  detail  would  appear  to  be 
superfluous,  yet  all  the  publicity  given  has  failed  to  produce  the  substantial 
results  which  were  hoped  for.  The  offer  of  financial  grants,  given  freely 
and  without  any  question  of  repayment  provided  a few  simple  and  reason- 
able conditions  are  observed,  is  apparently  not  sufficiently  attractive  to  induce 
the  wholesale  installation  of  amenities  which  should  long  since  have  advanced 
from  the  category  of  luxuries  to  that  of  basic  necessities  essential  to  modern 
living  standards. 

The  procedure  is  simple  and  every  assistance  continued  to  be  given 
in  encouraging  interest  and  explaining  details  of  the  scheme  when  dealing 
with  preliminary  enquiries,  but  the  number  of  applications  received  during 
1962  further  declined  to  a mere  40 — an  average  of  less  than  one  per  week. 

There  are  many  entire  streets  in  the  Borough  where  the  number  of 
houses  having  bathrooms  and  the  other  amenities  mentioned  can  be  counted 
as  single  ones  here  and  there  and  this  must  be  a matter  of  real  concern  in 
assessing  environmental  standards.  That  general  apathy  is  widespread  was 
made  evident  by  an  official  circular  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  in  August,  1962  ; the  circuular  urged  local  authorities 
to  make  a systematic  approach  to  the  problem — which  in  my  opinion  ranks 
at  least  equal  in  importance  to  slum  clearance — by  . . . “ tackling  it  street 
by  street  or  area  by  area  ”...  in  the  hope  of  stimulating  progress. 

Such  a task  inevitably  imposes  a heavy  additional  burden  on  staffs 
which  are  under  continually  increasing  pressure  in  other  fields  of  activitv 
but  the  suggestion  is  so  obviously  worthwhile  as  to  merit  support.  The 
Council  has  agreed  to  consider  a pilot  scheme  in  a selected  area  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  necessary  preliminary  practical  steps  to  this  end  will  be 
possible  in  1963. 

It  would  be  reasonable  to  assume  that  if  this  final  approach  fails,  the 
next  logical  stage  will  be  the  introduction  of  some  measure  of  statutory  com- 
pulsion for  enforcement  of  improvements  ; there  would  be  administrative 
and  practical  difficulties  in  implementing  such  a measure  but  the  result 
would  be  to  help  in  arresting  the  slow  decline  of  many  houses  into  potential 
unfitness  and  their  consequent  replacement  earlier  than  might  otherwise  be 
necessary  by  new  and  costly  dwellings,  to  say  nothing  of  the  increased  comfort 
of  the  occupants.  Much  reference  is  being  made  to  the  so  called  “ twilight  ” 
areas  ; the  twilight  will  unquestionably  insidiously  and  prematurely  creep 
over  many  other  areas  unless  they  are  improved  in  the  not  too  far  distant 
future. 

The  40  applications  received  for  grants  were  dealt  with  as  previously 
by  joint  consultation  with  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Departmient  and  schedules 
of  maintenance  repairs  continued  to  be  supervised  by  Public  Health  Inspectors. 
It  has  to  be  stressed  that  the  practical  effect  of  such  repairs  in  preserving 
a property  and  raising  standards  can  be  no  less  important  than  the  works 
of  improvement,  and  it  is  right  that  compliance  with  the  schedules  prepared 
should  be  imposed  as  a statutory  condition  of  grant  ; it  is  axiomatic  that 
a new  dwelling  cannot  be  based  on  bad  foundations  and  it  would  be  equallv 
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imprudent  to  allocate  grants  for  adding  modern  amenities  and  thereby 
probably  extending  the  potential  life  of  a house  without  re-conditioning  the 
structure  and  paying  careful  attention  to  general  repairs  and  re-conditioning. 

(d)  Applications  for  Re-Housing. 

Enquiries  relating  to  applications  for  priority  in  re-housing  continued 
to  take  toll  of  Inspectors’  time  and  the  number  of  visits  made  increased 
sharply  during  1962  to  140. 

All  cases  are  fully  investigated  and  in  many  instances  it  is  found  that 
a genuine  need  for  better  accommodation  exists,  but  for  a priority  recom- 
mendation to  be  justified  conditions  must  clearly  be  unusually  bad,  other- 
wise the  value  of  such  a recommendation  is  debased  ; furthermore,  the 
relative  claims  of  other  applicants  who  are  not  perhaps  so  vociferous  in 
their  elTorts,  and  in  many  cases  have  waited  patiently  on  the  waiting  list 
for  several  years,  must  not  be  entirely  subordinated  to  the  point  of  becoming 
hopeless. 

Cases  of  alleged  overcrowding  are  sometimes  very  difficult  to  deal  with 
when  congestion  is  obvious  but  the  legal  standard  prescribed  is  not  contra- 
vened ; this  standard  in  fact  is  unrealistically  low  and  applicants  often  become 
derisively  indignant  when  informed  that  they  are  not  overcrowded. 

STATISTICAL  DETAILS  RELATING  TO  HOUSING. 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  the 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  207 

Number  of  houses  included  under  above  sub-heading  where 

defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1957-1961. 

(1)  Number  of  houses  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  incapable  of  repair  which  were  the  sub- 


ject of  administrative  procedure  during  the  year  ...  42 

(2)  Number  of  houses  declared  unfit  and  included  in  : 

(a)  Clearance  Areas  (Compulsory  Purchase  Order 

proposed)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(h)  Confirmed  Declaration  of  Unfitness  Order  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  houses  where  : 

(a)  Demolition  Orders  made — Section  17  (1)  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Undertakings  accepted  to  carry  out  works  to  render 

dwellings  fit — Section  16  (4)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(c)  Closing  Orders  made — Section  18(1)  ...^  ...  5 

{d)  Consideration  still  pending  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  6 

(4)  Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

(5)  Number  of  houses  reported  to  Local  Authority  with  a 

view  to  the  service  of  formal  notices  requiring  repair  ...  3 

(6)  Number  of  notices  served  requiring  execution  of  works  : 

(a)  Formal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(6)  Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  defects  found  under  {a)  and  {b)  above  ...  199 

(7)  Number  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied  : 

*((z)  by  owners  on  service  of  informal  notices  ...  ...  28 

(b)  by  owners  on  service  of  statutory  notices  ...  ...  1 

(c)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  nil 

Number  of  defects  remedied  under  [a)  to  (c)  above  ...  454 


"^Notices  in  respect  of  some  of  these  houses  were  served  but  not 
complied  with  in  the  previous  year. 
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HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1958. 
Cumulative  position  at  31st  December,  1962. 
IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


(1)  Total  number  of  firm  preliminary  enquiries  received  ... 

(2)  Formal  applications  made  as  results  of  (1)  above 

(3)  {a)  Formal  applications  approved 

(6)  Formal  applications  approved  but  (f)  subsequently 
not  pursued  (45)  or  {ii)  not  yet  completed  (45) 

(c)  Formal  applications  refused  ... 

(4)  Completed  schemes 

(5)  Improvements  to  single  dwellings  : 

(a)  owner  occupied  ...  ...  ...  185 

(b)  tenanted  properties  ...  ...  ...  35 

220 


(6)  Conversions  of  properties  into  : 

2 flats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

3 flats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

4 flats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

5 or  more  flats  ...  ...  ...  7 


730 

348 

335 

90 

13 

245 


(7)  Grants  paid  in  year  1962  ... 

Total  amount  of  Grants  paid  to  December, 
1962  


25 

245 

£7,393  19s.  6d. 

£59,737  5s.  lOd. 


RENT  ACT,  1957. 

(i)  Applications  for  Certificates  received  in  1962  ...  ...  1 

{ii)  Undertaking  received  and  accepted  in  respect  of  an 

application  for  a Certificate  received  in  1961  ...  ...  1 

{Hi)  Applications  for  certificates  that  undertakings  have  been 

complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

{iv)  Certificates  requested  under  {Hi)  issued  ...  ...  ...  1 

{v)  Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates  ...  ...  1 

{vi)  Certificates  cancelled  (includes  one  pending  at  end  of 

previous  year)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961. 

Inspection  of  factories,  workplaces  and  premises  used  by  out-workers 
has  continued  as  in  previous  years  and  the  tables  on  pages  68  and  69  give 
details  of  the  work  carried  out. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

The  two  caravan  sites  at  Little  Switzerland  and  the  Valiant  Sailor  con- 
tinued to  be  used  during  the  summer  season  of  1962. 

The  former  site  is  restricted  to  30  caravans  and  an  application  early 
in  the  year  to  increase  the  number  to  35  was  refused  by  the  Corporation 
on  the  grounds  that  undue  congestion  would  result  and  this  would  detract 
from  the  general  layout  of  the  camp.  As  the  land  is  owned  by  the  local 
authority,  the  control  exercised  by  virtue  of  town  planning  and  also  the 
conditions  attached  to  the  statutory  licence  relating  to  the  site  is  strengthened 
by  the  additional  control  possessed  by  the  Council  as  owners,  and  this  com- 
bination is  very  useful  in  maintaining  satisfactory^  standards  in  a pleasant 
and  fairly  secluded  spot  of  distinct  natural  beauty  meriting  careful 
preservation. 
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A small  adjacent  area  for  15  tents,  operated  in  conjunction  with  the 
above  caravan  site,  is  licensed  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  the 
facilities  provided  for  caravans  are  also  available  to  occupants  of  these 
tents  ; the  whole  area  was  generally  well  maintained,  though  firm  action 
was  necessary  on  one  or  two  occasions,  especially  during  the  peak  period  of 
holidays,  when  a tendency  to  slightly  exceed  the  permitted  number  of  cara- 
vans was  noted. 

Occupation  of  the  site  is  restricted  to  the  summer  months,  except  for 
a relaxation  which  would  permit  a caretaker  to  be  resident  during  the 
winter  ; this  relaxation  was  granted  in  1961  but  up  to  the  present  time 
no  one  has  in  fact  stayed  on  the  site  in  the  winter  and  all  caravans  have 
been  entirely  removed  during  the  “ close  ” season.  Vandalism  directed  against 
the  tea  chalet  and  other  permanent  buildings  such  as  toilets,  etc.,  when  the 
site  is  unoccupied,  is  extremely  serious  and  much  of  the  damage  done  is 
quite  purposeless,  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  newly  laid  drainage  and  fit- 
tings for  the  laundry  and  shower  blocks  being  erected  were  torn  up  and 
deliberately  smashed  and  the  unfinished  buildings  attacked  when  they  were 
left  unattended  for  a short  period  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  shower  blocks  were  unfortunately  not  available  for  use,  as  had 
been  hoped,  during  the  1962  season  but  have  now  been  completed  and  are 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  campers. 

The  Valiant  Sailor  site  is  limited  to  15  caravans,  and  statutory  condi- 
tions similar  to  those  at  Little  Switzerland  are  attached  to  the  licence  ; this 
site  is  well  maintained  and  the  licensee  exercises  very  strict  control.  Random 
check  visits  as  appropriate  gave  no  cause  for  concern. 

Progress  was  made  with  the  construction  of  laundry  and  showers  on  the 
site  and  these  have  also  now  been  completed. 

There  are  only  two  residential  caravans  in  the  Borough,  these  being 
stationed  singly  on  sites  in  quite  different  areas  ; both  are  properly  licensed 
under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  with  appro- 
priate conditions  attached,  and  supervisory  visits  were  made  as  deemed 
necessary  in  the  course  of  routine  duty. 

I have  commented  for  several  years  on  the  increase  in  unauthorised 
pitching  of  tents  in  the  Warren  area  and  this  practice  was  again  noted  during 
1962.  Until  such  camping  is  brought  under  proper  control  with  the  provision 
of  a safe  water  supply  and  other  services  essential  to  maintain  sanitary 
conditions,  serious  public  health  concern  is  bound  to  continue. 

SWIMMING  BATHS. 

There  are  five  swimming  baths  in  the  Borough,  two  being  available 
for  public  use  and  three  being  attached  to  individual  schools  ; details  of 
each  are  as  follows  : 

1.  Open  Air  Pool. 

This,  the  largest  installation  in  the  Borough,  was  constructed  in  1936 
near  to  the  foreshore  and  is  owned  and  operated  by  a private  company  ; it 
consists  of  a main  pool  with  small  foot  baths  and  warm  water  showers  for 
each  sex,  plus  certain  additional  amenities  for  securing  personal  hygiene  of 
the  swimmers  before  entering  the  water. 

The  pool  is  165  feet  by  75  feet  and  has  a capacity  of  364,000  gallons  ; 
the  depth  varies  from  2ft.  6in.  to  5ft.  6in.  with  a 9ft.  basin  at  the  deep 
end  for  high  diving.  Water  is  pumped  from  the  sea  at  the  beginning  of  the 
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summer  season  and  regular  “ topping  up  ” is  effected  as  necessary  to  main- 
tain the  required  level,  the  water  thereafter  being  subjected  to  continuous 
filtration  through  a battery  of  two  high  pressure  sand  hlters  ; a soda  solu- 
tion is  added  in  the  circuit  as  an  acid  neutralising  agent  before  the  water 
reaches  the  filtration  plant  and  main  purification  is  by  use  of  liquid  chlorine, 
the  turnover  period  being  four  and  a half  hours. 

Before  being  returned  to  the  pool  some  of  the  water  is  diverted  and 
raised  to  enable  it  to  cascade  on  re-entry,  thereby  giving  a limited  amount 
of  aeration. 

The  pool  is  open  during  the  summer  months  only,  when  it  is  avail- 
able to  the  general  public  ; it  is  also  extensively  used  during  this  period  by 
various  schools,  swimming  clubs  and  other  institutions,  also  for  galas  and 
competitions,  water  polo,  etc.,  and  facilities  exist  for  providing  light  refresh- 
ments for  bathers  and  onlookers  at  all  times. 

2.  Marina  Indoor  Bath. 

The  building  containing  this  bath  was  constructed  in  1869  and  for 
many  years  was  known  as  “ The  Folkestone  Bathing  Establishment  ”.  It  then 
comprised  a large  saloon  and  rooms  for  reading,  billiards,  etc.,  and  the  bathing 
section  originally  consisted  of  several  medicinal  baths  as  well  as  a swim- 
ming pool,  the  latter  being  filled  with  heated  sea  water. 

A larger  swimming  bath  was  added  in  1888  but  of  all  the  original 
installations  only  the  small  rock  pool  under  comment  now  remains  in  use. 

The  bath  is  leased  by  a private  operator  from  the  owners  and  like  the 
open  air  pool  previously  referred  to,  it  is  available  to  members  of  the  public 
when  open,  being  largely  used  during  the  winter  for  swimming  instruction. 
It  measures  48  feet  by  24  feet  and  has  a capacity  of  about  32,000  gallons,  with 
depths  varying  from  three  feet  to  six  feet  ; water  is  supplied  from  the 
Folkestone  & District  Waterworks  Company  mains  and  is  subjected  during 
use  to  continuous  filtration  by  a high  pressure  vertical  sand  filter  with  a 
turnover  period  of  four  and  a quarter  hours.  The  water  is  maintained  at 
a temperature  of  72°F.  to  74°F. 

The  whole  of  the  premises  in  which  the  bath  is  situated  are  in  a vir- 
tually derelict  state  and  the  serious  difficulties  which  thus  inevitably  arise 
in  the  efficient  operation  of  the  pool  are  aggravated  by  reason  of  the  worn 
out  condition  of  much  of  the  equipment,  such  for  example  as  the  apparatus 
formerly  used  for  injection  of  sterilant,  which  has  not  been  in  working  order 
for  a very  long  time.  Sterilization  of  the  water  is  now  achieved  by  adding 
sodium  hypochlorite  manually  at  appropriate  intervals  depending  upon  daily 
usage  of  the  bath. 

26  routine  samples  of  the  water  in  the  bath  were  taken  during  the 
year  and  in  the  circumstances  indicated  it  is  remarkable  that  these  were 
generally  satisfactory  ; spot  checks  made  when  samples  were  being  taken 
showed  that  a pH  value  of  7.4  to  7.8  was  consistently  maintained,  this 
also  being  very  satisfactor\\ 

3.  Westbrook  House  Private  School. 

This  is  a preparatory  school  for  boys  and  the  bath,  which  is  situated 
within  the  school  precincts,  is  used  by  pupils  and  staff  only  ; it  was  con- 
structed in  1962  and  as  it  is  uncovered  usage  is  confined  to  the  summer 
months. 

The  bath  is  constructed  entirely  in  concrete,  measures  60  feet  by  25 
feet  and  has  a capacity  of  37,500  gallons  with  a depth  varying  from  two  feet 
six  inches  to  five  feet  six  inches. 
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Water  is  taken  from  the  mains  supply  of  the  local  waterworks  company 
and  while  the  bath  is  in  use  continuous  filtration  is  maintained  by  an  elec- 
trically propelled  centrifugal  acting  plant,  purification  being  effected  by  the 
addition  of  sodium  hypochlorite  ; this  is  regulated  through  a drip  feed 
which  is  activated  by  suction  as  the  water  passes  through  the  filtration 
pumps.  A pH  value  of  around  7.5  was  maintained  during  the  season. 

4.  Hillside  County  Secondary  School  for  Boys. 

This  pool  also  situated  in  the  school  grounds,  was  constructed  in  1960 
largely  by  scholars,  old  boys  and  pupils’  parents,  who  take  a lively  interest 
in  the  school  ; it  is  formed  in  concrete  and  m^easures  50  feet  by  20  feet, 
having  a capacity  of  21,000  gallons  with  depths  varying  from  three  feet  to 
three  feet  nine  inches. 

The  bath  takes  water  from  the  mains  supply  of  the  Folkestone  Water- 
works Company  and  is  operated  on  the  fill  and  empty  principle  as  no  fil- 
tration plant  is  installed,  despite  high  expectations  that  this  deficiency  would 
be  remedied  before  the  bath  was  again  brought  into  use  in  1962.  Purifica- 
tion therefore  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  manual  addition  of  a sodium 
hypochlorite  solution  on  a day  to  day  basis,  the  dosage  varying  according 
to  usage  and  the  residual  chlorine  present  in  the  water  as  indicated  by 
tintometer  readings  ; although  the  treatment  applied  provided  a limited 
measure  of  control  it  is  very  haphazard  and  extremely  unsatisfactory. 

There  is  an  urgent  need  for  proper  equipment,  both  for  filtration  and 
sterilization  of  the  water  in  this  bath,  and  it  is  extremely  disappointing  to 
have  to  report  that  such  essential  apparatus,  the  importance  of  which  has 
been  constantly  pressed  for  more  than  three  years  and  in  connection  with 
which  it  was  understood  in  late  1961  that  funds  raised  by  voluntary  efforts 
for  the  purpose  of  installation  of  satisfactory  plant  were  approaching  the 
target  figure,  is  still  lacking. 

5.  George  Spurgen  County  Primary  School. 

The  bath  attached  to  this  school  measures  25  feet  by  17  feet  and  has  a 
uniform  depth  of  three  feet,  giving  a capacity  of  approximately  8,000 
gallons.  It  was  installed  in  1962  and  is  constructed  of  a plastic  material  sup- 
ported on  a wooden  frame  which  is  raised  above  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
being  entered  by  steps  at  one  end  ; it  is  uncovered  and  therefore  used  during 
the  summer  only. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  local  mains  supply  and  here  again  the  fill 
and  empty  method  is  employed  as  no  filtration  plant  is  available  ; the  bath 
was  not  ready  for  use  until  late  July  and  at  the  time  of  opening  no  prior 
arrangements  at  all  had  been  made  for  ensuring  that  the  water  was  main- 
tained in  a satisfactory  condition.  The  matter  was  immediately  taken  up 
strongly  and  interim  sterilization  by  hypochlorite  solution  was  put  into 
operation. 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised  that  installations  of  this  type, 
however  commendable  the  efforts  made  to  provide  such  amenities,  should 
always  have  efficient  equipment  fitted  at  the  time  of  construction  for  filtra- 
tion and  sterilization  to  be  effected,  otherwise  poor  results  of  water  samples 
are  inevitable  and  public  health  hazard  is  bound  to  arise. 

In  all  46  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  above  pools  during  1962 
and  the  results  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 
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Swimming  Bath 

Total 

Samples 

Taken 

Samples 
showing 
presence  of 
Conform 
Bacilli  per 
100  ml.  of 
water 

Samples 
showing 
presence  of 
Faecal  Coli 
per  100  ml. 
of  water 

Un- 
satisfactory 
count  per 
ml. 

Satisfactory 

Samples 

Marina  Indoor  Pool  ; 

Deep  end 

13 

1 

2 

10 

Shallow  end  . . . 

13 

— 

1 

12 

Open  Air  Pool  : 

Deep  end 

5 

5 

Shallow  end 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Hillside  School  : 

Deep  end 

3 

3 

Shallow  end 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

George  Spurgen 
School : 

Deep  end 

1 

1 

Shallow  end 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Westbrook  House 
School : 

Deep  end 

1 

1 

Shallow  end  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

Three  licences  were  issued  during  the  year,  all  being  in  respect  of 
shop  premises  controlled  by  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  and  from  which 
dogs,  cats,  fishes  and/or  birds  were  sold. 

The  licences  specify  detailed  conditions  to  ensure  proper  standards  of 
cleanliness,  temperature,  lighting  and  ventilation,  arrangements  for  fire  alarm, 
and  supplies  of  food  and  clean  water  to  all  animals,  etc.,  kept  on  the 
premises  ; routine  inspections  were  made  from  time  to  time  to  check  com- 
pliance therewith  and  no  contraventions  worthy  of  note  were  recorded, 
the  premises  generally  being  maintained  in  a very  satisfactory  condition. 

On  renewal  of  licences,  the  owners  of  all  the  shops  were  again  requested 
to  give  full  advice  on  correct  care  and  feeding  of  the  pets  sold,  either  directly 
or  by  reference  to  one  of  the  animal  protection  societies  who  issue  a variety 
of  excellent  leaflets  on  the  subject  ; by  this  means  much  unnecessary  suffer- 
ing or  distress  can  be  avoided. 

Close  liaison  was  maintained  with  the  local  R.S.P.C.A.  Inspector  and 
his  readiness  at  all  times  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  department  his 
expert  knowledge  and  experience  is  most  helpful.  I greatly  appreciate  such 
co-operation,  not  only  in  connection  with  matters  relating  to  the  Pet  Animals 
Act  but  also  on  occasions  when  conditions  calling  for  departmental  action 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  relating  to  the  keeping  of 
animals  on  private  premises  arise  and  it  is  felt  that  an  advisory  visit  from 
the  R.S.P.C.A.  representative  could  serve  a useful  purpose. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926. 

Implementation  of  the  various  Merchandise  Marks  (Imported)  Goods 
Orders  is  one  of  the  less  well  known  duties  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate  ; 
it  is  also  one  of  the  more  troublesome  due  to  the  laxity  of  some  retailers 
to  observe  the  requirements  prescribed  for  the  correct  marking  of  those 
foodstuffs  to  which  the  statutory  provisions  apply. 
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A wide  variety  of  foods  are  covered  by  the  Orders,  including  meat  and 
offals,  bacon,  ham,  poultry,  honey,  raisins,  currants  and  sultanas,  certain 
cereals  and  cereal  products,  gelatine,  imported  salmon  and  trout,  eggs, 
butter,  tomatoes  and  apples. 

Some  traders  seem  to  find  no  difficulty  in  compliance  but  others  are 
very  troublesome  indeed  especially  with  regard  to  apples  and  tomatoes,  and 
it  is  very  tiresome  to  have  to  continually  remind  them  of  the  relevant  obliga- 
tions imposed  and  listen  to  the  same  lame  excuses  which  are  invariably 
offered,  these  usually  alternating  between  recurrent  loss  of  memory  and 
temporary  mislaying  of  display  tickets  which  have  conveniently  slipped  out 
of  sight. 

170  check  observations  were  officially  recorded  during  1962  and  21 
specific  warnings  were  issued  in  cases  where  repeated  or  more  flagrant  con- 
traventions were  noted. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960. 

By  virtue  of  this  Act  unreasonable  and  excessive  noise  or  vibration  is 
now  a statutory  nuisance  within  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  and  the  Inspec- 
torate is  accordingly  responsible  for  dealing  with  complaints  and  securing 
the  abatement  of  such  nuisances. 

The  basic  purpose  of  the  Act — the  suppression  of  unwanted  and  intol- 
erable sound — would  appear  to  be  simple  and  straightforward  but  the  main 
problem  lies  in  deciding  at  what  level  noise  is  in  fact  of  such  intensity  or 
degree  as  to  constitute  a statutory  nuisance,  and  no  statutory  standard  or 
guidance  is  provided  on  this  point  ; noises  which  are  absorbed  into  the 
general  background  of  sound  during  the  daytime  can  be  a source  of  the 
most  acute  irritation  and  disturbance  at  night  or  early  in  the  morning,  and 
also  at  weekends,  while  different  people  have  different  reactions  to  the  same 
noise  level. 

Very  few  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  and,  with  one  pos- 
sible exception,  all  were  of  a comparatively  minor  nature  where  informal 
action  resulted  in  immediate  reduction  of  noise  to  acceptable  levels  ; the 
exception  related  to  a complaint  concerning  excessive  noise  and  vibration  on 
certain  evenings  (especially  during  the  holidav  season)  from  music  at  adjacent 
licensed  premises,  aggravated  by  the  rhythm  of  customers’  feet  tapping  on 
the  floor.  This  case  is  still  being  kept  under  check  observation. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

(i)  Surface  Control. 

Activities  in  connection  with  this  service  were  continued  as  in  previous 
years  by  one  full  time  operator,  assisted  as  occasion  demanded  by  another 
trained  member  of  the  staff.  Special  attention  was  again  directed  to  the 
cliff  face  of  the  Leas,  and  a member  of  the  Parks  Department  staff  with 
particular  knowledge  of  the  terrain  and  who  has  been  trained  in  the  funda- 
mentals of  rodent  control  carried  out  regular  inspection  and  treatment  of 
the  area  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  rodent  operator  attached 
to  the  Public  Health  Department. 

No  major  infestations  were  found  during  the  year  but  174  surface 
infestations,  mostly  of  individual  rats,  were  dealt  with.  Records  over  recent 
years  have  consistently  shown  annual  increases  in  this  type  of  infestation 
to  a maximum  of  293  in  1961  ; it  is  therefore  interesting  that  the  number 
of  infestations  noted  in  1962  dropped  so  sharply. 

Mice  are  possibly  regarded  by  many  as  being  of  less  importance  than 
rats  ; they  can  however  be  a serious  nuisance,  very  destructive,  and  as  pos- 
sible carriers  of  disease  potentially  dangerous  should  they  contaminate  food. 
All  complaints  regarding  such  pests  therefore  continued  to  be  carefullv 
investigated  and  suitable  treatment  given,  34  infestations  being  so  dealt 
with  during  1962  ; here  again  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  number  of 
complaints  recorded  compares  very  favourably  with  the  69  infestations  dealt 
with  in  1961. 
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(ii)  Sewer  Control. 

Sewer  control  consists  of  depositing  suitable  bait,  palatable  to  rats,  in 
manholes  at  strategic  points  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  usually  during 
April  and  September  ; further  inspections  are  made  to  ascertain  which  of 
the  sewers  are  infested  and  blitz  poison  treatments  follow  to  eradicate  the 
rats.  Infestations  were  found  in  six  manholes  in  April  and  two  in  September 
and  together  these  figures  represent  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  Folkestone. 


Total 

Manholes 

in 

Borough 

Treatment 

carried 

out 

Manholes 

baited 

Manholes  where  bait  was  taken 
during  treatment. 

Complete 

Takes 

Partial 

Takes 

Total 

Takes 

No 

Takes 

1,366 

April 

111 

6 

— 

6 

211 

October 

248 

2 

— 

2 

246 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


Acts  or  Regulations 
under  which  proceed- 
ings were  instituted 

Default  or  Offence 

Remarks 

Result 

Public  Health  Act  1936 
Sections  39  and  94. 

Non  - compliance  with 

notices  to  secure  the  abate- 
ment of  statutory  nuisances 
arising  from  various  items 
of  disrepair. 

Plea  of  guilty. 

Fine  of  £3 
in  respect 
of  each 
offence 
(total  £6). 
Order 
made  that 
work  should 
be  comple- 
ted in  two 
months. 

Public  Health  Act  1936 
Sections  39  and  94. 

Non  - compliance  with 

notices  to  secure  the  abate- 
ment of  statutory  nuisances 
arising  from  various  items 
of  disrepair. 

Two  weeks 
adjournment 
at  request  of 
owner  during 
which  works 
required  were 
completed. 

Fine  of  £5 
with  £5  5s. 
costs. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 
1955. 

Section  2. 

Summons  in  respect  of 
selling  a bottle  of  soft 
drink  which  was  not  of  the 
quality  demanded  inas- 
much as  it  contained  a 
clothes  peg. 

Plea  of  guilty. 

Fine  of  £ 15 
with  £2  2s. 
costs. 

Milk  and  Dairies 

(Channel  Island  and 
South  Devon  Milk) 
Regulations  1956. 

Summons  in  respect  of 
Channel  Island  milk  defi- 
cient in  fat  by  at  least 
12%. 

Plea  of  guilty. 

Fine  of  £20 
with  £2  2s. 
costs. 

Public  Health  Act  1936 
Section  39. 

Non  - compliance  with 

notices  to  secure  the  abate- 
ment of  statutory  nuisance 
arising  from  choked  and 
leaking  drains. 

Work  carried 
out  prior  to 
date  of  hear- 
ing. 

Summons 

withdrawn 
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Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961. 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT. 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 


Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  

39 

12 

(ii)  Factories  not  inc.  in  (i)  in  which 
Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

174 

138 

15 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

30 

3 

— 

— 

Totals 

243 

153 

15 

— 

Number  of 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number  of  cases  ii 
which  prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) ... 

2 

2 



Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3) 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S. 6) 

1 

1 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) : 
(a)  insufficient 

1 

2 

_ 

_ 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

10 

6 

_ 

(c)  not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork) 

1 

Totals 

15 

11 

— 

— 

NOTE.  In  a number  of  cases  more  than  one  defect  was  found  ; in  actual 
fact  a total  of  21  itemised  defects  were  found  and  16  remedied. 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 
Outwork. 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature 

of 

work 

(1) 

No.  of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  by 
Sec.  no  (1) 
(c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of  in- 
stances of 
work  in  un- 
wholesome 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing 
apparel : 
Islaking, 
altering,  etc. 

26 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Household 

linen 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Curtains  and 
furniture 
hangings  . . . 

4 

— 

- - - 

Totals 

32 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Number  of  returns  received  from  employers  ...  ...  25* 

(b)  Number  of  employers  by  whom  out-workers  employed  8 

(c)  Number  of  outworkers  involved  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

(d)  Number  of  outworkers  involved  in  (c)  living  outside  the 

Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(e)  Number  of  lists  received  from  outside  authorities  ...  2 

(/)  Number  of  outworkers  involved  in  (c)  ...  ...  ...  5 

* Returns  are  submitted  twice  per  year. 
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PORT  OF  FOLKESTONE. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Old  Harvey  Grammar  School, 
Foord  Road, 

Folkestone. 

March,  1963. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 

AND  Port  of  Folkestone. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  medical  aspect  of  the 
working  of  tlie  Port  of  Folkestone  for  1962. 

During  the  year  the  regular  boat  services  have  been  as  follows  : 

(1)  Folkeston e-Calais 

(a)  Daily  passenger  service  by  French  steamer,  Cote  D’Azur  and 
reliefs  by  British  Railways  steamer  from  1st  January  to  31st 
December,  1962. 

(2)  Folkestone -Boulogne  (British  Railways  steamers) 

(a)  Daily  evening  passenger  service  from  27th  May  to  29th 
September,  1962,  inclusive. 

(h)  Daily  morning  passenger  service  from  6th  July  to  9th  Sep- 
tember, 1962,  inclusive.  An  irregular  service  was  in  force 
from  27th  May  until  the  commencement  of  the  daily  service 
and  also  during  the  period  12th  to  30th  September,  1962. 

On  seven  occasions  during  the  year,  four  because  of  the  rough  weather, 
two  when  alterations  were  being:  carried  out  to  the  Folkestone  Harbour  and 
on  one  day  because  of  a rail  strike  in  England,  the  passenger  boats  were 
diverted  to  Dover.  The  Harbour  was  closed  on  Christmas  Day  and  on  two 
other  days  the  service  was  cancelled.  In  view  of  the  heavy  seas  the  boats 
scheduled  to  go  to  Dover  were  diverted  to  Folkestone  on  two  days. 

Special  excursion  and  “no-passport”  trips  were  also  run  to  France 
during  the  summer  season. 

The  usual  cargo  service  was  maintained  to  and  from  Calais  and 
Boulogne. 

The  number  of  arriving  vessels  carrying  aliens  was  774  (730  passenger 
and  44  cargo  boats)  and  showed  a decrease  of  eight  compared  with  1961. 

The  number  of  passengers  passing  through  the  Port  during  the  year  was 
881,104  ; this  was  17,842  less  than  in  1961  and  showed  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  outward  passengers  but  a decrease  in  the  inward  traffic. 

The  gross  figures  of  passengers  arriving  at  and  departing  from  Folkestone 
for  the  past  five  years  are  ; 


Inwards 

Outwards 

1958 

380,127 

345,376 

1959 

435,643 

406,969 

1960 

437,992 

397,276 

1961 

476,304 

422,642 

1962 

449,542 

431,562 

Totai.s 

725,503 

842,612 

835,268 

898,946 

881,104 

1 here  was  a rise  in  the  number  of  aliens  arriving — 3,969  more  than  in 
1961 — but  3,022  fewer  aliens  were  medically  examined. 
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A summary  of  the  aliens  arriving,  medically  examined,  certificates  issued. 


1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

84,936 

94,748 

99,985 

111,485 

115,454 

9,190 

9,554 

12,091 

13,315 

10,293 

169 

178 

184 

206 

191 

1.84 

1.86 

1.52 

1.55 

1.85 

to  come 

mainly  from  Italy, 

Switzerland,  France 

Aliens  arriving 

Aliens  medically 
examined 

Certificates  issued  . . . 

Percentage  of  Aliens 
examined  to  whom 
certificates  issued 


Spain,  Austria  and  Germany. 

The  men  were  mainly  for  employment  as  labourers  (especially  agricul- 
tural) and  to  work  in  hotels  and  the  catering  trade.  The  women  Came  as 
domestics,  children’s  nurses  and  governesses,  assistant  hospital  nurses,  ward 
orderlies,  textile,  canning  and  factory  workers  ; also  included  were  the 
families  coming  to  join  aliens  already  working  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

During  last  year  the  number  of  certificates  issued  on  Form  Port  12 
was  191  compared  with  206  in  1961.  Of  the  37  aliens  not  permitted  to  land 
four  were  of  unsound  mind  or  mentally  defective,  five  undesirable  for  medical 
reasons,  five  because  of  their  inability  to  support  themselves  and  22  likely 
to  require  medical  treatment  ; a certificate  was  also  issued  under  Part  G 
of  Form  Port  12  but  the  alien  concerned  not  allowed  to  land  by  the  Immi- 
gration authorities. 

Of  the  191  certificates  issued  24  were  in  respect  of  pregnancy,  21  for 
impetigo  and  dermatitis,  15  for  post-operative  sequelae,  13  for  eye  defects, 
13  for  congenital  defects,  eight  for  hernia,  hve  for  unsound  mind  or  mental 
defect  and  the  remaining  92  for  a wide  variety  of  medical  conditions. 

The  Gommonwealth  Immigrants  Act,  1962,  came  into  force  on  July 
1st,  and  between  this  date  and  December  31st  a total  of  455  Gommonwealth 
immigrants  were  referred  for  medical  examination.  Of  this  total  two  immi- 
grants, one  a Ganadian  and  the  other  a Gypriot,  were  not  allowed  to  land 
for  medical  reasons. 

The  nationalities  of  these  were  as  under  ; 

Indians  and  Pakistanis  ...  89 

West  Indians  ...  ...  ...  84 

Anglo-Indians  ...  ...  ...  81 

Geylonese  ...  ...  ...  38 

Australian  ...  ...  ...  32 

Ghinese  (Hong-Kong)  ...  32 

Mauritians  ...  ...  ...  22 

Gypriots  ...  ...  ...  20 

Other  Nationals,  etc.  ...  ...  57 


455 


A total  of  seven  Forms  Port  23  were  issued  in  respect  of  Gommonwealth 
immigrants. 

Arrangements  are  in  hand  for  the  improvement  of  facilities  for  medical 
inspections  both  of  aliens  and  Gommonwealth  imm^igrants  at  the  Flarbour, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  work  will  shortly  commence  on  the  construction 
of  properly  equipped  medical  inspection  rooms  adjacent  to  No.  1 berth. 

Following  notification  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  of  imported  cases 
of  Smallpox  from  Pakistan  arrangements  were  made  for  the  examination  of 
all  travellers  coming  from  an  infected  area  ; it  was  not  found  necessary 
to  vaccinate  any  of  the  travellers  but  55  were  placed  under  surveillance. 
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Vaccination  was  made  available  to  all  those  whose  work  might  lead  to 
exposure  to  possible  infection. 

Seventeen  passengers  were  examined  and  given  treatment  as  necessary. 
Three  of  the  six  accident  cases  and  a woman  suffering  from  severe  pain 
following  recent  operation  for  gall-stones  were  conveyed  by  ambulance  to 
the  local  hospital.  An  Italian  woman  aged  23  suffering  from  tonsillitis  and 
cervical  adenitis,  and  an  Indian  student  of  26  later  confirmed  as  suffering 
from  febrile  catarrh  were  both  admitted  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 
A male  passenger  aged  20,  suspected  as  suffering  from  tetanus,  was  admitted 
to  the  Buckland  Hospital,  Dover  and  later  transferred  to  the  Brook  Hospital, 
Woolwich  ; the  provisional  diagnosis  was  subsequently  confirmed. 

Sixteen  members  of  the  ships’  crews  and  port  staff  were  also  seen  and 
referred  to  their  own  family  doctor  for  treatment  as  considered  ncessary'. 
Three  were  confirmd  as  suffering  from  German  Measles,  two  from  suspected 
German  Measles,  three  with  skin  conditions,  two  with  minor  injuries  and  six 
from  various  medical  conditions. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  efficient 
work  carried  out  by  the  Medical  and  Nursing  staff  at  the  Harbour,  and  also 
to  the  unfailing  and  effective  co-operation  with  us  of  the  Immigration 
Officials,  Gustoms  Officials,  British  Railways  Officials,  and  ships’  staff. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  H.  McELLIGOTT, 

Port  Medical  Officer. 

SECTION  II — Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district  during  the  year. 


Table  B 


Ships  from 

Number 

of 

Arrivals 

Tonnage 

Number  Inspected 

By  the  Med.  \ By  the 

Officer  Public  Health 
of  Health  Inspector 

Number  of  ships  reported 
as  having  or  having  had 
during  the  voyage,  in- 
fectious disease  on  board 

Foreign  Ports 

912 

1,074,861 

— 

14 

4 

Coastwise 

35 

40,022 

■ — 

— 

— 

Total 

947 

1,114,883 

14 

4 

Total  number  of  inspections  : 616. 


SECTION  HI — Character  of  shipping  and  trade  during  the  year. 


Table  C 


Passenger  Traffic 

r Number  of  Passengers  — INWARDS:  449,542 

\ Number  of  Passengers  — OUTWARDS:  431,562 

Cargo  Traffic 

l 

"Principal  IMPORTS  — Wines  and  spirits, 

woollens  and  cotton  goods, 
government  stores  and 
■<  chemicals. 

Principal  EXPORTS  — Machinery,  government  stores,  fish, 

iron  and  steel. 

Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive — Calais  and  Boulogne. 
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SECTION  IV — Inland  barge  traffic. 

Number  and  tonnage  using  the  district  and  places  served  by  the  traffic. 

NIL. 

SECTION  V— Water  Supply. 

No  change  of  supply  occurred  during  the  year.  Drinking  water  tanks 
on  board  the  vessels  using  the  harbour  are  filled  from  hydrants  on  the  quay- 
side which  are  connected  to  the  town  supply,  viz.,  Folkestone  Waterworks 
Company. 

Routine  samples  have  been  submitted  for  bacterial  examination  during 
the  year.  An  adverse  sample  was  received  from  one  of  the  vessels  during 
August  and  emergency  sterilization  of  the  tanks  and  pipe  lines  on  board 
the  ship  was  carried  out.  Check  samples  taken  over  a prolonged  period  were 
not  always  entirely  satisfactory  and  sterilization  treatment  was  continued  until 
the  vessel  was  finally  taken  out  of  service,  when  a detailed  examination  of  the 
water  supply  system  was  planned  in  conjunction  with  the  normal  overhaul. 

SECTION  VI -Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations  1952  and  1954. 

No  change  during  the  year. 

SECTION  VII— Smallpox. 

Following  notification  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  of  imported  cases  of 
Smallpox  from  Pakistan  arrangements  were  immediately  made  for  the 
examination  of  all  travellers  known  to  have  originated  from  an  infected  area, 
or  spending  a night  there  during  the  14  days  preceding  entry  to  this  country. 
It  was  not  found  necessary  to  vaccinate  any  travellers  on  arrival  at  Folkestone 
Harbour  although  55  were  placed  under  surveillance  and  notifications  sent 
to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  districts  to  which  they  were  going. 

Vaccination  was  made  available  at  the  Public  Health  Department, 
Folkestone,  to  all  those  whose  work  might  lead  to  exposure  to  possible  infec- 
tion, and  valuable  co-operation  was  received  from  Dr.  A.  R.  Ginn,  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  of  the  British  Railways,  who  vaccinated  162  members  of 
the  staff  at  the  Folkestone  Harbour. 

(1)  Name  of  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  smallpox  cases  are  sent  from  the 
district. 

Joyce  Green  Hospital,  Hartford,  Kent. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  that  hospital  by  ambulance, 
giving  the  name  of  the  authority  responsible  for  the  ambulance  and 
the  vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance  crews. 

Patients  suffering  from  Smallpox  would  be  removed  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  Canterbury  City  Ambulance  Service,  which  authority  is 
responsible  for  the  vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance  crews. 

(3)  Name  of  Smallpox  Consultant  available. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Marsden  of  River  Hospitals,  Joyce  Green,  Dartford  (tele- 
phone number  Dartford  23231,  and  home  telephone  number  Dartford 
20443)  is  available  as  Smallpox  Consultant  for  this  area. 

(4)  Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  Smallpox. 

At  the  laboratory  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Preston 
Hall,  British  Legion  Village,  Maidstone  (telephone  number  Maidstone 
7239).  Dr.  A.  L.  Furniss  is  the  Medical  Director. 

Also  at  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Colindale  Avenue, 
Colindale,  London,  N.W.9. 
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SECTION  VIII-  Venereal  Disease. 


Information  as  to  the  location,  days  and  hours  of  the  available  facilities 
for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  disease  among  merchant 
seamen  under  the  international  arrangements,  including  in-patient  treat- 
ment and  the  steps  taken  to  make  these  facilities  known  to  seamen. 


Clinics  are  available  as  follows  : 

Ashford- — General  Hospital,  King’s  Avenue  Wednesday,  11  a.m.-12  noon. 

Friday,  3-4  p.m. 

Canterbury — Kent  & Canterbury  Hospital  Tuesday,  3-4  p.m. 

Dover — Royal  Victoria  Hospital  Tuesday,  9.30-10.30  a.m. 

Thursday,  9.30-10.30  a.m. 
(Except  third  Thursday  of 
the  month) 

MARGATE-General  Flospital,  St.  Peter’s  Road  Friday,  11  a.m. -12  noon. 

In-patient  treatment  is  available  at  these  hospitals. 

Dr.  D.  E.  Sharvill  is  the  Consultant  Venereologist  for  this  area. 

Where  necessary  full  information  was  supplied  to  seamen  concerned 
and  by  arrangement  with  the  British  Railways  authorities  posters  giving 
the  latest  details  of  these  clinics  were  exhibited  in  the  public  conveniences 
on  the  Folkestone  Harbour. 


SECTION  IX — Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious  diseases  on  ships. 


Table  D 


Category 

Disease 

Number  of  cases 
during  the  year. 

Number 
of  ships 

Passengers 

Crew 

concerned 

Cases  landed  from  ships  from  foreign 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

ports ... 

German 

Measles. 

3 

2 

Tonsillitis 

1 

— 

1 

Cases  landed  from  other  ships 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Cases  which  have  occurred  on  ships 
from  foreign  ports  but  have  been 
disposed  of  before  arrival 

' 

— 

In  March  a youth  aged  17,  employed  as  a seamen  on  one  of  the  cross- 
channel boats,  was  confirmed  as  suffering  from  German  Measles  and  allowed 
to  proceed  to  his  own  home. 

On  the  second  occasion  seven  members  of  a crew'  were  examined  at 
the  request  of  the  Captain  of  the  ship  concerned.  Tw'o  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  German  Measles,  two  from  suspected  German  Measles,  one 
from  Infiuenza  and  the  other  two  from  a skin  condition  ; five  of  the  men 
were  excluded  from  duty  and  referred  to  their  own  doctors. 

A male  passenger  aged  20,  suspected  as  suffering  from  tetanus  was 
admitted  to  the  Buckland  Hospital  at  Dover  and  later  transferred  to  the 
Brook  Hospital,  Woolwich.  The  provisional  diagnosis  was  confirmed  and 
information  subsequently  received  that  the  patient  was  making  satisfactory 
progress. 

An  Italian  woman  aged  23  found  to  be  suffering  from  tonsillitis  and 
cervical  adenitis,  w'as  admitted  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment. 
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A Commonwealth  immigrant  from  India,  student  aged  26  years,  suffering 

from  P.U.O.  was  admitted  to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital  for  observation. 

It  was  later  confirmed  that  he  had  febrile  catarrh  and  allowed  to  land  in 

the  U.K.  by  the  Immigration  authorities. 

A short  account  should  be  given  of  the  measures  taken  on  the  arrival  by- 
ships  of  (a)  any  case  of  smallpox,  cholera,  plague,  yellow  fever,  typhus 
or  relapsing  fever  included  in  Table  D ; [h)  any  suspected  cases  of 

any  such  disease. 

No  action  necessary  during  the  year. 

SECTION  X — Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  malaria  in  ships. 

No  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

SECTION  XI — Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or  suspected 

for  plague. 

No  action  necessary  during  the  year. 

SECTION  XIT — Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

(1)  Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats. 

Formal  inspections  carried  out  by  Dover  Health  staff  and  ampli- 
fied by  local  Port  Health  Inspectors  during  course  of  routine  inspection 
of  vessels. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of 
rodents,  with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague,  including  the  number 
of  rodents  sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 

Facilities  exist  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination 
of  rodents  at  the  Public  Flealth  Laboratory  Service,  Preston  Hall,  British 
Legion  Village,  Maidstone.  None  of  the  rodents  was  sent  for  examina- 
tion durine  1962. 

(3)  Arrangements  in  the  district  for  deratting  ships,  the  methods  used,  and, 
if  done  by  a commercial  contractor,  the  name  of  the  contractor. 

Harbour  district  treated  as  necessary  by  Rodent  Operators  of  the 
British  Railways  Southern  Region  and  assistance  given  by  the  Borough 
Rodent  Operator  as  required. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  over  the  past  d'ew  years  for  work 
of  disinfestation  to  be  carried  out  on  ships  visiting  this  Port.  If,  however, 
such  work  were  necessary  the  ships  would  be  treated  with  hydrogen 
cyanide  by  the  Fumigation  Services  Ltd.,  Barking,  Essex,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Dover  Port  Health  Inspectors. 

(4)  Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships. 

Not  found  necessary. 

Tables  E and  F — NIL 

Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  issued  during 
the  year  for  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

None  issued — Folkestone  is  not  an  approved  port. 

Certificates  for  vessels  owned  by  the  British  Railways  and  using  this 
port  are  issued  by  the  Dover  Port  Health  authority. 
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SECTION  XIII — Inspection  of  ships  for  nuisances. 

Table  G 


Inspections  and  Notices. 


Nature  and  number  of  Inspections 

Notices  served 

Result  of 
serving 
Notices 

Statutory 

Notices 

Other 

Notices 

General  inspection  of  crews’  quarters, 
food  preparing  places,  etc. 

234 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

234 

— 

— 

— 

SECTION  XIV— Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations  1934  and  1948. 

No  change  during  the  year. 


SECTION  XV — Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens. 

(Applicable  only  to  ports  approved  for  the  landing  of  aliens) 

(1)  List  of  Medical  Inspectors  of  Aliens  holding  Warrants  of  Appointment. 


Name 

Date  of 
Appointment 

Qualifications 

R.  F.  H.  McElligott  ... 

28.10.49 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

J.  H.  Campbell 

16.4.51 

M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

H.  Yates 

8.10.52 

M.B.,  B.Ch.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

C.  B.  Findlay 

28.6.55 

Nl.B.i  Ch.B. 

E.  Mallett 

21.10.60 

M.B.,  B.S.Lond.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.Obst.R.C.O.G. 

P.  J.  McGregor 

29.6.62 

M.B.,  B.Ch. 

All  the  Medical  Inspectors  were  employed  on  a part-time  basis. 


(2)  List  of  other  staff  engaged  on  this  work. 


Name 

Nature  of 
Appointment 

Date  of 
Appointment 

Qualifications 

Mrs.  L.  F.  Brann 

N urse- Attendant 
(part-time) 

1.6.56 

S.E.A.N. 

Three  Assistant  Nurse-Attendants  were  also  available  on  a sessional 
basis  to  act  as  reliefs  and  assist  when  two  or  more  were  required  to  cope 
with  the  large  number  of  aliens  expected  to  arrive  at  the  same  time. 


(3)  Organisation  of  Work. 

No  change  during  the  year. 
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(4)  Nature  and  amount  of  aliens  traffic. 

A total  of  10,293  aliens  were  examined  during  1962  ; this  is  3,022 
less  than  in  1961. 

A summary  of  their  nationalities  is  as  follows  : 


1962 

1961 

{for  comparison) 

Italian 

6,071 

9,318 

Swiss 

1,648 

1,413 

Spanish 

835 

571 

French 

782 

1,037 

Austrian 

299 

385 

German 

230 

308 

Portuguese  ... 

122 

102 

Greek 

90 

23 

Turkish 

46 

— 

Chinese 

22 

11 

Israeli 

19 

12 

Danish 

11 

— 

Other  nationals 

57 

69 

Stateless 

61 

66 

Totals  10,293  13,315 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  aliens  arriving,  examined  and  certifi- 
cates issued  during  1962  are  set  out  below  : 

A.  Total  number  of  arriving  vessels  carrying  aliens — 

(a)  Passenger  ...  730 

(b)  Cargo  ...  ...  44 

Total  774 


This  total  of  774  shows  a decrease  of  eight  compared  with  the 
number  of  arriving  vessels  carrying  aliens  during  1961. 

B.  Total  number  of  arriving  aliens  (excluding  crews)  115,454 

C.  Total  number  of  aliens  medicallv  examined  ...  10,293 

D.  Reports  and  certificates  for  aliens  medically  exanriined  : 


Nature  of  report 
or  certificate. 

Total  number 
of  reports 
and  certificates 
issued 

Aliens  NOT 
PERMITTED 
to  land 

A. 

Unsound  mind  or  mentally  defective 

5 

4 

B(l). 

Undesirable  for  medical  reasons 

5 

5 

B(2)  (a) 

Inability  to  support 

48 

5 

B (2)  (b) 

Likely  to  require  medical  treatment 

131 

22 

C. 

Conditionally  landed  for  further 
medical  examination  ... 

2 

1* 

Totals 

191 

37 

* Although  certificate  issued  under  Part  C of  Form  Port  12  the  Alien 
was  not  permitted  to  land  by  Immigration  Officer. 


E.  Transmigrants  landing  and  medically  examined 
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Nil 


(5)  Accommodation  for  medical  inspection  and  examination. 

Arrangements  are  in  hand  for  the  improvement  of  facilities  for 
medical  inspections,  both  of  aliens  and  Commonwealth  immigrants,  at 
the  Harbour  and  it  is  anticipated  that  work  will  shortly  commence  on  the 
construction  of  properly  equipped  medical  inspection  rooms  adjacent  to 
No.  1 Berth. 

In  the  meantime  medical  inspections  have  continued  to  be  carried 
out  on  board  the  vessels  with  the  exception  of  the  morning  boat  from 
Boulogne,  during  the  summer  season,  when  a small  but  inadequate  room 
on  the  quayside  was  used. 


Commonwealth  Immigrants  Act,  1962. 

This  Act  camxC  into  force  on  the  1st  July,  1962  and  the  six  Medical 
Inspectors  holding  Warrants  of  Appointment  under  the  Aliens  Order, 
1953  were,  on  the  19th  June,  1962,  issued  with  special  Warrants  for  the 
medical  examination  of  Commonwealth  immigrants. 

During  the  second  half  of  the  year  a total  of  10,286  Commonwealth 
citizens  subject  to  control  under  the  Act  arrived  at  the  harbour  ; of  this 
number  455  were  medically  examined  and  a summary  of  their  nationality 
is  as  follows  : 


Indians  and  Pakistanis 

89 

West  Indians 

84 

Anglo-Indians  ... 

81 

Ceylonese 

38 

Australian 

32 

Chinese  (Hong-Kong)  ... 

32 

Mauritians 

22 

Cypriots 

20 

Other  Nationals,  etc.  ... 

57 

T OTAL 

455 

The  number  of  reports  and  certificates  issued  for  Commonwealth 
citizens  medically  examined  was  : 


Nature  of  report  or  certificate 

Number  of 
reports  or 
certificates 
issued. 

Number  of 
Commonwealth 
citizens 
refused  entry. 

A. 

SufTering  from  mental  disorder 





B(l). 

Undesirable  for  medical  reasons 

2 

1 

B(2). 

Likely  to  require  major  medical 
treatment 

5 

1 

Totals 

7 

2 

One  of  the  Commonwealth  imrnisrrants  not  allowed  to  land  was  a 
Canadian  and  the  other  was  a Cypriot. 
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SECTION  XVI — Miscellaneous. 


Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have  died  on  board 
ship  from  infectious  disease. 

A mortuary  and  adequate  burial  and  cremation  facilities  are  avail- 
able in  the  district. 


SECTION  XVII — Food  Inspection. 

Information  supplied  by  L.  H.  Vale,  Esq.,  Chief  Public  Health  and 
Food  Inspector  for  the  Borough  and  Port  of  Folkestone. 

(1)  Visits  to  Port. 

The  Port  Health  Inspectors  made  616  visits  to  the  Harbour  during 
the  year  for  the  purpose  of  routine  inspection  of  passenger  and  cargo 
boats  and  for  the  examination  of  all  foodstuffs  landed  at  the  Port.  This 
work  entails  considerable  evening  and  weekend  duty,  especially  during 
the  summer  months,  as  all  passenger  boats  are  met  on  arrival  by  an 
Inspector.  All  the  vessels  which  are  regularly  engaged  on  cross-channel 
traffic  have  been  maintained  in  a very  satisfactory  condition. 

(2)  Summary  of  Foodstuffs  imported  during  1962. 


FOODSTUFF 

BOUL 

OGNE 

CALAIS 

Tons 

Cwt. 

Qr. 

Lb. 

Tons 

Cwt. 

Qr. 

Lb. 

Bacon 

— 





24 



, 

Banana  powder  . . . 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

Beans,  dried 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Biscuits 

17 

18 

1 

14 

14 

9 

1 

6 

Bread  sticks 

— 

7 

2 

4 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Butter 

3 

2 

2 

6 



— 

— 

Cheese  ... 

— 

8 

1 

4 

2 

— 

— 

_ 

Chocolate 

— 

8 

2 

22 

— 

■ 

1 

17 

Confectionery 
Farinaceous  food- 

30 

1 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

24 

stuff  ... 

10 

1 

. 2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fish 

3 

8 

2 

10 



— 

Flour 

1 

19 

2 

20 



— 



— 

Foodstuffs,  misc.  ... 

8 

1 

— 

26 

— 

— 

1 

23 

Fruit 

— 

2 

2 

17 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Fruit  juice 

5 

9 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

Fruit  preserves 

— 

18 

1 

18 

— 

14- 

1 

27 

Fruit  pulp 

— 

5 

3 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Grain 

— 

13 

2 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Herbs 

— 

— 

2 

14 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  preserves 

19 

11 

3 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  sauce 

37 

2 

2 

6 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Mustard  ... 

1 

19 

2 

13 



— 

Olive  oil... 

— 

1 

1 

10 

— 

— 

_ 

Saffron  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Soup  powder 

1 

6 

3 

18 

— 

— 



— 

Syrup 

— 

— 

— 

27 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Tomato  preserves  ... 

— 

1 

3 

4 

— . 

— 

— 

Treacle  ... 

1 

10 

3 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Truffles 

— 

10 

19 

- 

--  - - 

Vegetables 

— ■ 

— 

— 

26 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

Totals  ; ... 

146 

3 

— 

8 

17 

5 

2 

14 

Grand  Total  ; 163  tons  8 cwt.  2 qr.  22  lb. 
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(3)  Foodstuffs  condemned. 
Nil. 


(4)  Number  of  Samples  of  Food  examined  by  : 

(a)  Bacteriologist  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

{b)  xA-nalyst  (Chemical  Examinations)  ...  6 


Chemical  Examination  of  Foodstuffs. 


Sample 

No. 

Nature  of 
Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Remarks 

291 

Biscuits. 

Sample  consisted  of 
sugar,  apricot  kernel 
paste,  egg  albumen. 

Free  from  toxic  metals, 
arsenic  and  sulphite  pre- 
servative. 

Satisfactory. 

300 

Soup  Paste 
(Plasmon). 

Soup  containing  animal 
and  vegetable  proteins. 
Free  from  toxic  metals, 
arsenic  and  sulphite  pre- 
servative. 

List  of  ingredients 

printed  in  Italian  only 
and  contraventions  of 
the  Labelling  of  Food 
Order,  1953  would  arise 
if  the  products  were  dis- 
played for  retail  sale  in 
this  country.  Matter 
taken  up  with  importers 
and  labelling  subse- 
quently corrected. 

328 

Super  Soupe 
(Powder). 

A powdered  mixture  for 
reconstituting  into  a 
minestrone  type  of  soup. 
Free  from  toxic  metals, 
arsenic  and  sulphite  pre- 
servative. 

329 

Macaroni 

Sauce. 

Contained  tomato  juice, 
fresh  assorted  vege- 
tables, olive  oil,  mono- 
sodium glutamate. 

Free  from  arsenic  and 
toxic  metals.  Contained 
sulphite  preservative. 

An  Italian  product. 
Presence  of  a preserva- 
tive was  not  declared  as 
required  by  the  Preser- 
vatives in  Food  Regs., 
1962.  Matter  taken  up 
with  importers  and 

labelling  subsequently 

corrected. 

330 

Macaroni 

Sauce  with 
Ham  (Jar). 

Contained  ingredients 
stated  on  the  label.  The 
small  amount  of  meat 
present  was  not  readily 
identifiable  as  ham. 

Free  from  arsenic,  toxic 
metals  and  sulphite  pre- 
servative. 

Sample  analysed  in 
connection  with  rejec- 
tion of  foodstuffs  under 
Public  Health  (Impor- 
ted Food)  Regs.,  1937- 
1948  on  grounds  that  it 
was  a meat  product 
without  an  official  cer- 
tificate. Analysis  con- 
firmed that  food  was 
properly  categorised  as 
a meat  product. 

331 

Macaroni 

Sauce  with 
Meat  (Jar). 

Contained  ingredients 
stated  on  the  label  but 
the  very  small  amount 
of  meat  which  was  pre- 
sent could  not  be  readily 
identified. 

(5)  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937  and  1948. 

During  the  year  action  was  taken  under  the  above  Regulations  as 
follows  : 
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[a)  Three  consignments  in  one  shipment  consisting  of  15  cases  of 
various  foodstuffs  said  to  contain  percentages  of  meat,  arrived 
from  Italy  without  “ Official  Certificates 

Formal  notices  forbidding  removal  of  the  foodstuffs  were  served. 
Information  was  received  from  the  importers  regarding  the  com- 
position of  one  consignment  of  foodstuffs  which  made  it  possible 
to  withdraw  the  notice  and  the  consignment  was  accordingly 
released.  The  remaining  two  consignments  were  subsequently 
re-exported. 

{h)  One  case  containing  48  cans  of  corned  beef  consigned  from 
Belgium  through  the  Port  of  Boulogne. 

In  this  instance  the  foodstuffs  also  arrived  without  an  Official 
Certificate  such  as  is  required  by  the  Regulations.  Formal  notices 
forbidding  importation  were  issued  in  respect  of  the  consign- 
ment and  the  foodstuff  s were  subsequently  re-exported. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT  FOR  1962. 

am  indebted  to  N.  W.  Castle,  esq.,  o.b.e,,  m.i.mun.e.,  Borough  Engineer 
d Surveyor,  for  the  following  summaries  of  meteorological  observations 
which  were  carried  out  by  members  of  his  staff  during  the  year. 
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Heights  above  Mean  Sea  Level  Heights  Above  Ground  Highest  Max.  75°  on  2nd  July. 

Barometer  Cistern  149.2  ft.  Rim  of  Rain  Gauge  12ins.  Lowest  Min.  22°  on  1st  Jan. 

Rain  Gauge  Site  128.5  ft.  Thermometers  4ft.  Lowest  Grass  Min.  19°  on  5th 

Sunshine  Recorder  27.7ft.  December. 


